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P R E F ACE.

-_u n___-

MANY books have teen written on Etiquette and the
Usagcs of Society which proved to be useful and valuable,
especial1y to those young peoplo whose positions did not
enable thClll to inform themsclves from personal observa-
tion of tbc standard proprieties of social life. In view of
this fact, I do not cxpect to prcscnt anything novel in pre-
scribing rules for correct bebaviour j hut shall cndeavor to
give, in abrief and plaiD manner, all the practical informa-
tion that is necessary for a novice in general socie;ty.to
know, omitting aU crudo advice, and rcmarks on j>oople
who do not conform to the code of politeness. In a word,
it is my aim to simplify the rules of Etiquette so they C!lll
be easily understood and acted upon.

Tl1c works hithcrto publisheu. on this subjeet, though
mostly largo and expensive, do not go suffieiently into
minor details to enable tbc uninitiated reader toeompre-
llend the various phases of polite society withouta good
deal of elose study ant! attention. I have ondeavored to
remedy tbis defcct, !LId to set fortll, witb tbc striotest
economy of words, all lbat is 11ooessary to Imow of tho
usages of soda! intercourse among weIl-troll people.

The utility of good manners ia conceded even by these
whose station or pnrauita in life do not enable them prac-
ticallyto cultivate apolite and genuine courtesy. To such

people a study of the sl1bject js neeessary. Soma of thalli,
it is true, may have an instinctive courtcsy, lInd will only
require to know a few of tbc Ieading ruIcs, to mako them-
selves equal to any occasion. But the largest class will

--~ - ---~ l~



IV PUEI"ACF:.

have to examine carefully tbc wllOle routine to mako even
a tolerable appearanee in society.

Good manners and good morula are foumled on tbc
same eternal prineiples of right, allel are only elifferent ex-
pressions of the same great truths. Ir, therefore, you
would exeel in poHteness, you mast first be satisfieel that
Jour marIlle are unexccptionable. Manncrs hl\ve thcir
Qrlgin in the mind anel tbc haart. They do not mako the
man, as 'sometimes asserted; hut the mau makos the man-
ners. It is truG, however, that the manners reaet upon
mind and haart, eontinually developing and improving the
qualitiesout of which tIter spring.

Young people, who just begin to he rceognized as com-
panions in tbc social elrele rather than chHelren,may study
this book with milch advantage. By beeomlng familiar
with the regulations hel'ß laid down, they will avoid 1I1any
errors Imd eonsequent mortitleations.

It is to these classes I deeidate my little treatise. I do
not design to preaeh to them a homilyon immorality and
ill-manners, bat to tell them brlefly what constitutes good
manualS.

Books ~f EtiqueUe are sometill1es uscful, cyan to its
most fastidious votaries, für referenDa on many oceasions;
and the more plain and simple the ruIes arc laid down in .
them the better they are für that purposc. Considering all
these facts, I hupe and think that my book will maat a
favorable reeeption with the public.

ETIQUETTE

AND THE USAGES OF SOCIETY.

THE truG principles of Etiquette are to regnlate Jour
coneluct towards others so as never to give offence,or causa
a disa"o:reeablefeeling-never to show Jour temper or mako
a temark that )rou think will ereate an unpleasant sensation
to' the listener, and on all occasions to religiously refrain
flom gratuitous intrusions, of whatever nature. You shonld
always show a genuine kindness of haart, eultivate a eor-
reet taste, and posscss BUchself-control as never to be mde
or discourteous to any olle, however rar he mal transgress
conventional usages. Lacking these qualities, thc most
perfeet knowledge of thc rules of etiquette, and the striet-
est observance of thern, will not suffiee to mako you a per-
feet gentleman or lady.

Politeness seems to be a eertain care, by the manner of
our words and actions, to make others pleased with U8and
themselves; 'alld tne grand seeret of never-failing propri-
ety.of deportment is to have an intention of alwayS doing
right. To Borne people these peculiarities eome natural;
bat most of mankind mast acquire them, together with the
artof'behaviour, by study and practiee.

Troc. politencss is perfect freedom and ease-treating
alhers just as you like to be treated. Nature.is always
graceful; affectation, with all ber an, can never produce
anything lmlf so pleasing. The very perfeetion of elegance
is toimitate Nature j how milch heller to have the reality
tItan tlie imitation I Anxiety about the opinions of others
falters othe freedom of Nature and lands to awkwardness.

- - - - - - - - - - - - ~ - -- --- ---
I

_L



6 ETIQUETTE.

AII Jour actions should thercfore be so unexceptionable
as to give you a frankness of character that will inspire
confidence in yourself in the presenee of the most exalted
or venerated of Jour friends.

mTRoDUCTIONS.

IT is the common custom among a certain class in the
United States, particularly in New England, to introduce
friends or acquaintances to everybody they may mast,
whether at horne, abroad, or cyan while walking or riding
out. This is not necessary or desirable, tor promiscuous
introductions are not always agreeable, and very seldom
serve any purpose whatever. It is generally conceded that
an introduction is a sort of sodal endorsement of the per-
son introduced; and how wrong would it be, under such
circumstances, to introduce a casual acquaintanceofwhom
you know nothing, and who should afterwards prove to
be anything but a desirable Olle. These remarks apply
more particularly 10 family introductions. Yoong IDen
abaßt town are not so particular abaßt whom they intro-
duce 10 each otter, though ahabit of universal introduc-
tions is a bad Olle, and as a general rule a young man
Bhould be as careful of whom he introduces to bis friends
aBhe is of whose note he would endorse.

No gentleman should be presented 10 a lady under any
circumstances, unless her pennission haB beeil previous1y
obtained, amI no Olle Bhould ever be introduced into the
hoose of a friend except by pennission firnt bad. Such
introductions we know are ftequent and uaual, but they
are improper, as any Olle can imagine who will reßect tor
a moment. For how can you know that introductions of
this kind will be agreeable? Ir a person asks you to intra-
duce him to certain people, Jou may decline on the ground
thai you arc not sufficiently intimate to take that liberty.

There are many other reasons why people ought never
to be introduced to the acquaintance of Bach other, with-

---- --- ---
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out the consent of roch party previously obtained. A man
may suit the taste, and be agreeable enough to Olle,without
being equally so to the r/J/Jt of bis friends-nay, ns it often
happens, he may be decidedly unpleasing. A stupid per-
son may be delighted with the society of a man of leam-
ing or talent, to whom in return Buch an acquaintance may
prove an annoyance and a clog, as Olle incapable of offer-
ing an interchange of thought, or an iden worth listening to.

Should you find an agreeable person in private society,
who seems desirous of making Jour acquaintance, illere
cannot be any objection to Jour meeting bis advances half
war, although the ceremony of an introduction may not
have taken place; bis presence in Jour friend'B house being
a sufficient guaranty tor his respectability, as, of course, ie
he ware an improper person he would not be there.

If you mast a male acquaintance in the streBt, accom-
panied by a lady, silber mise or take off Jour hat to him,
instead of nodding-as this last familiar mode of recogni-
tion looksdisrespectfultowanls her. .

N ever make promiscuous acquaintances in coffee-houses
or otter public placeBo As no person who respects him-
seit does so, you may reasonably suspect any advances
made to you in such a place.

An adherence to etiquette is !\ mark oe respect; if a
man be worth knowing, he is surely worth the trouble to
approach properly. 1t will likewise relieve you from the
awkwardncss oe being acquainted with peoplc of whom

.you might at timcs be ashamed, or be obliged tm<!er many
circumstances to "cut."

The act of" cutting" can only be justitia<! by soma
strong instance oe bad conduct in thc person to bc cut A
cold bo"", .".hieh discourages familiarily without offering

insult, is the best mode to adopt towiirds those with ",hom
an acquaintance is not deemed desirable. An increased
observanee of cercmony is, however, the most delicate war
of withdrawing from an acquaintancc j and the person so

I

I
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8 ETIQUETTE.

treated mußt be obtuse, indeed, who does not take the hint.
And when you observe thai any of Jour own acquaint-
ances appeal' distant and more than usually ceremonious
towards rOll, you may suspect that tbey desire to with-
draw tbeir intimacy, if not their friendship.

In making introductions, the person of highest consid-
eration should be tbe Olle first named-or if a lady, she
should be first addressed, aB, "Miss Phillips, permit roe to
introduce Mr. Day." A lady may, however, be introduced
to agentieman much her superior in age or statioIL Gen-
tlemen and ladies who are presumed 10 be equals in age
and position are mutually introducedj aB,"Mr. Lincoln,
allow me to make you acquainted witb Mr. JonesjMr.
Jones, Mr. Lincoln." .

It is the common custom in this country to shake hands
on being introduced. This; however, should be optional
with the person to whom you are presented, or with rOll,
if you stood in the position of the superior. Ir a lady, or
a superior in aga or social position, offers the band, you of
course accept it cordially. You will have too mucb self-
respect to be tbe first to extend the hand in such a case.
In merely formal introductions a bow is enough. Feeling
should govem in tbis matter.

In introducing members of Jour own family you should
always mention the name. Say, "My falber, IHr. Kipp,"
"My daughter, Miss Kipp," or "Miss Mary Kipp." Your
wife is simply "Mrs. Kipp j" and if tbere happens to be
another Mrs. Kipp in the family, she may be "lrlr& Kipp,
my sister-in-law," &c. To speak of Jour wife as "my
lady," or enter yourselves on-a'hotel register as "Mr. Kipp
and lady," is -not the ..correet 'war, thougb many worthy
people do it.

Anintroduction is not always necessary to enable you
to-form s temporary acqusintance. Therc-is no reaSüilin
the world why two'persons who may occupy the same seal
in a railway aar or a stage coach should remain siIent

----- ---
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during thc whole journey because they have not beau in-
troduced, when conversation might be agreeable to both.
Tbc same remm'k will apply to maul other occasions.
You are not obliged, however, to lrnow these extempore
acquaintances afterwards.

Ir you are a gentleman, do not, we beg fon, permit the
lack of an introduction to prcvent yon from promptly offer-
ing Jour services to any unattended lady who may neelL
tbem. Take off Jour bat and politely beg tbe honor of
protecting, cseorting, or assisting her, and wben the ser-
vice hag been accomplished, bow and rctire. .

LETTERS OF INTRODVCTION.

TIIESE are of two kinds. First, ßS to-business. Sccond,
UlOse of friendship. For example: If you have a friend
going to a distant place to transact cerlain business, it may
be neeessary für him to form some aequaintanees there for
business pnrposes only. Yon have, perhaps, a corresponcl-
eßt there; yet you are not sufflciently intimate to ask him
to entertain Jour friend; but as a matter of eommon
courtesy he carinot refuse to aeeept him as a business ac-
quaintanec, für whieh purpose you write.o. letter similar to
tbc following:

NEW Yom;:, 20th September, 1860.
1r1r. A. J. HOOPER:

Deal' 8ir- The bearer of tbis is my friend, George J Olles,
who goes to New Orleans to effeet a settlement with the
assignees of the late firm of Oorning & 00. As he will be
0. stranger in Jour city, I have taken the liberty to intro-
duce him to Jour notice, amI auy attention 01' ac1viee you
may give him will be duly appreeiated by

Your faithful serv't,
GEORGEiLAW.

1rlr. Jones presents tllis letter to Mr. Rooper, lind ifthe
latter ehooses to consider it strictly 1\business letter, there
is no breaeh of etiquette. Re can invite Mr. J Olles to bis
house, or not, as he pleases.
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Ordinary letters of introduction, however, am consid-
cred as certifieates of good socia! position, and proofs that
the writer knows the teRror to be n proper person to be
admitted into the family circ1e of the person to wholll the
letter is addressed. But yet it is not often the ease that

such a letter will do more than give the recipient an invi-
tation to dinner, unless he should prove to be an uneom-
mon agreenble aequaintnnee. Letters of introduetion are

therefore sometimes fneetiously termed "tickets for soup,"
aud maul people will not mako uso of them at aU, for that
reason. The following is 11form of such 11letter, though
in special enses it may be written in Illore urgent terms:

WASHINGTON, Sept. 10th, 1860.

SALUTATION8. 11

In El1rope it is always eustomary for any one with a
letter of introduetion to malce the first caU; hut hore we
are more considerate, for.we think that a stranger should
never be made to feel thllt he is begging for our atten-
tions-that he posses.~cs0.eertain delicacy that would in-
duee him not to intrude until he is positive that his eom-
pllny would be agreeable. Renee if you desire to we1come
any Olle reeommended to you by letter from your friend,
eaU upon hirn with all possible dispatch after you rcccive
his letter of introduetion.

Dear Sir-

The teRror of this, Mr. Edwnrd Everett, an esteemed
friend of mine, is atout to visit London for the first time,
and will. eonsequently be a stranger in your metropolis.
Any attentions which you mal extend to hirn will be grate-
fully appreeiated by

Your friend, am! humble servant,
JAMES BUCHANAN.

SALUTATIONS.

IF you maat a friend in the street, or in any publie
plaee, do not eall him by name loudly, as, "Ab, Brown,
llOWd'ye do?" It ia not even IH1CeSRt\ryto "peak his name
nt all so thnt strangcrs mal hear, as modest people do not
desire to attraet notiee from o.ny Olle. Accost Jour friend
quietly, and in a low tone of voiee.

Bhould you meet a lady of Jour o.equaintanee in tbc
street, or in 0. publie plaec, it is not neeessary that you
should Sl)ea};:,or even notiee her, unless she first reeognizes
rOll. You should, however, give her amp!e opportunity to
see that you are o.wo.reof llCrpresenee. Ir she bows, you
should take off Jour hat, or rather lift it from Jour head.
A more touch of the hat will not answer. Thore Ilre no
doubt many diflident young ladies who do not appreciate
the neeessity of mllking the first demonstration when they
meßt their male acquaintances; hut such should remember
that their sex is always paramount. They are at !iberty
to bow, or .not, as they picase, while agentieman would
milke an almost unpardonable breaeh of good maUDers
should he negleet to rcspond to the least possible nod of a
lady.

Balutations should vary in style with persons, times,
plaees and cireumstanecs. You will maat a friend with a
shake of tbc »and antI an inql1iryafter lIla health, and that

I

J-

Hon. JOHN RUSSELL.

It is.not eustomary to deliver a friendly letter of intro-
duetion personally. You should send it to the person to
whom it is direeted, on your arrival, aeeompanied by Jour
eard of address, If he desires to respond to the request
of yonr friend, he will either call on you personally or give
yon 1\written invitation to visit him. A neglcet to enll
would be eonsidercd by soma people a mark of ill-breed-

ing, thollgh it reaUy is not, as the person addressed mal
consult his own eonvenienee or feelings in the matter.
Nor is he compelled to invite yon to his honse unless he is
so disposed. A simple return of his OWIleard is all thnt is

required, antI thon you ean call on him at yonr leisure.
A Letter of Introduetion should never be seuled by the

person giving it; hut the recipient should seal it when. he
sends it to the party to whom it is addressed.
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of his family, if you luwe beeu introducell thora. To a
slight ncquaintance you will respectfully bow without
speaking, or fnintly recognise him in any other war. But
in no case should you refuse to return recognitions 01' this
kind mBlieby IIny person whatever. Even to YOU1'euemy
it is in bad taste to dec1ine 11recognition shciuld he salute
you. In sparsely settled plaGGeit is customa!'y to salute
everybody you maat with a bow, and the custom is an ex-
cellent Olle,as it shows ldndly feeling und a gODelhaart.

keeQ them in his hand, as it is not proper 10 leave them in
the hall on such an occasion.

Do not handle any 01' tbe urticles 01' bijouterie in the
houses where you may call or visit. . They I!luy be ad-
mired, hut not 1ouched.

In llUlking!a cal1, ifthe lady caUed upon is not at homo,
leave Jour card, if you have one j and if thora arG severnl
ladies thora who you wish to see, desire the servant to pre-
sent Jour eomplimente to them severally. Should you not
have a card, leave Jour name with the servaut,ot course.

When a call or visit is termInated, it is eustomary among
fashionable people to ring the bell for a servaut to open
the front door; and this is necessary unless you a~
your visitor to the door and open it yourselt; which is
sometimes done by people wh,? do not .stand upon cere-
mony. Soma persona would fcel thut they ware shame-
fully negleeted.jf allowed to go alone to the front door aud
let themselves out. .

In ca1ling upon a person living at a hotel, it is custom-
aryto stop in the parIor aud send yourcard t.Otheir rooms.

Among iD:tilllllte aequaintances such formality mal not be
necessary.

Ladies should mako theIr morning calls in a simple
'(WfJlige-not in their riebest dresses. Gentlemen mal dress
with either a frock or sack coat.

Yisite 01' congratulation are made on the occurrence of

auy happy or auspicious event which mal haveoccurred
in the fumily. 'visited-sueh as a birth, a marriagor, or auy
piece of goodfortune. Such visite !Ire similar tG:~e mom-
ing. caIl, unless made by special invitation in the evening.

When a person is going abroad to be absent for a
oonsiderable pcrioo, ~ be bas nQt tiiDe or inclination tG
take leave. of all hlS.ftierll;1s.he will enclose cach of them
bis .card. Upon the envelope he will write the letters
T..T.L., or eJae the. words .. to tBke leave" in fulL On
hiS retuming home it is custoI!l8fYthatbis mends should

VISITING.

IN fashionable life visite and.calls are made systemati-
cally, as wo will ouumoraLe: First IISLovisite 01'Core1l10uy..
Every ladythinks she rollSt call on all her famula aequaint-
anees at stated times j it becomes habitual with her to do
so, and she eonsiders it a duty. These calls are usually
abort, and by means of them an tho little gossip which is
afloat may bo llS thorougly and extensively circulated IIS
though it wore printod in the newspapers. The usual time
for a morning eaU in New York is from eleven until three
or four o'clock.. Formerly they ceased at two. These
calls should bo timed so IISto end a fun hour before din-
ner, therefore in country towns, where people ri80 nt six,
and dine at twelve and one o'elock, they shoulcl be made
earliel" in tho day-say from nine till eleven or twelve
o'clock. They aro denomino.ted morning eo.lls, because
" morning" in fa8hiono.ble parlance means Imy time be-
fore dinner.

In mo.king a moming aal!, the lady doGenot take off
her bannet anel shawl, and she usuaUy stars from ton to
twenty minutes. Somctimes (though seldom) 11lady mal
mako her GaUsattcnded by a gentlc11lnn. In snch 11cnse
he assiste her up the stcps, rings the baU, amI fellows her
into thc reception room. He should never suggest tlmt it
is time to go, hut wait until the lady gives the signal. He
rollSt take his hat and cane into the rOOll with hlm, and
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gra.1!If;edihat their friends desire 10 seethem on Myand all
occai!ions,snd in this war frequently become bares. Nei-
ther should you ovar beg sn invitation, or intimste by ward
or action that you desire 10 mako 0.friendly visit, snd only
wait 10 be asked, 'as in such 0.esse you would run the risk
of disgusting Jour friend.

Evening visits, or parties, are sometimes formal, hut
more frequently mare sociat gatherings. In the latter
case, when 0.lady is invited atone, she may bring 0.gentle-
man with her if she pleases. She presents him first to the
lady of the hause, who is presumed to receive all her visit-
urs as they arrive.

Ir you should happen 10 par an evening visit at s house
where a small party had assembled unknown 10you, do
not retire with sn apology, hut present yourse1f precisely
a.s you would have düne had you teen invited i and thon
if you desire 10 leave shortly a.f\erwards, you ca.nplead as
an excuse that you had only intended tomake a short call,
snd had sn engagement elsewhere. In this way you will
not in the least disturb the harmony of the assemblage or
cause an unpleasant feeling 10auy une.

first ca.ll upon tim. Ir they neglect to do so hc mal drop
their a.cquaintancc if he choooes.

Visits of condolence should never be delayed befand
the next weck after a death occurs in a family, and such
visits among friends are usually considered in the light of
absolute duties.

Visits of friendship are conducted by no particular rules
of etiquette, as it is to be presumed that intimste friends,
or relatives, understand each other's tastes and peculiari-
ties, and will conduct themselves in a manner mutually

'a.greeable. Such visits mal occasionally be made under
misapprehension, because therc are many people in the
worId who are extremely fond of change, and will often
persuade themselves that their society is coveted, when in
fact they are not particularly wclcome. Persona of any
degree of sagacity can easily discriminate in their recep-
tion thc free and hearty welcome troll the polite and easy
grace whieh dutymakes imperative. With intimate friends

all striet ceremony ca.n be dispensed with, hut Jet thora are
eertain liberties whieh you may enjoy at horne, that are not
exaetly proper 10 take in thc house of a. friend or relative.

Criticising the conduct of servants, or childrcn, or the acts
of any membcr of the household, or the domestie man

'agement generaIly, js in very bad taste, though it may be
dolle with the utmost good nature. No wall bred person
will ovar mako remarks of any kind upon the habits, faults
or faibles of a family where they are paying a visit of
friendshipi and 10 drop these remarks after they haye loft
ouly shows th8t they were not deserving the confidence
snd attentions they receivc<t In such visits you should
strictly apply tbe role w do oothing by act, ward or deed
thst mal causa 0. disagreeable feeling on the part of Jour
entertainer j whieh rute, as we have before explained, is
the fundamental principle of gentility.

Never mako a visit of friendship unless you have sitter
'8speeial or general invitation. 1tfany people take it for

RECEIVING COMPANY.

Tim mistress of the house usuaIly receives the visitors,
though at evening parties the master will often officiste
with her. The receptions should be performed in an easy,
quiet, snd self-posaessed manner, and Without unnecessa.ry
ceremony. Ir the persona a.rriving are strangers 10 any or
the eompsny present,. the names are announced on their
entering the room"P.D.d theyare afterwards introduced per-
sonslly 10 such or t.}.e company as may desire an introduc-
tion, or with whom they mal wish to enter in1o conversa-
tion, or plsy, or to dsnce.

When sny one enters, whether announced or not, the
master or mistress should riss immedistely, advance 10-
wards him, and request him 10 take a seato Ir it is a young
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man, offer him an arm-chair, or a.stuffed one; if an ~
man, insist upon bis accepting the arm-chair; if a lady; 'beg
her to be seated upon the sofa. Ir themaster of the hause
receives the visitors, he will take a. chllir and place him-
self at a little distanee ftom thein; if, onthe:contrary, it is
the mistress, and ifshe is intimate with the Iadywho visits
her, she will plaee herself near her. If severall:ldi.es COllie
at once, we give the most honorable plaee to the one who,
ftom age or ether considerations-, ismost entitled to re-
speet. .In winter, the most honorable plaees are th08e at
thecomers of the fire-place, if you have a fire in it. Ir tbc
visitor is a stranger, when the master or mistress of tbc
hause rises, any person who may be alrea.dy in the room
should do the same, unless the company is a large Olle.
When any of the company withdraw, the master or mis-
tress of the houseshould conduet them as far as the door.
:But whoever the person may be who deparb!, if we have
ether company, we may dispense With eonducting them
farther than the door of thc room.

On bis first arrival, the visitor should salute the lady
before he takes notice of any Olle else. Ir she receives
him, tbis duty will be performed as a matter of course, but
in ca.seshe should riet happen to do so, he must still make
bis bow to her before speakiug to any other person.

thinnest arms of any girl in town-that Jour shape is like
an alligator's, aud Jour heRd resembles that of a bison I"

Another class of tattlers are these who visit their friends
and take note of aU the habits and customs of the family,
the eonversations at table, the government of ehildren,
treatment of servants, family expenditures, employments
and dress of the mistress, and even the late hours of thc
male members, should there be any who star out late.
These are told in detail at the next visiting plaee. It is
almost unneeessMr to Bar that such people are eontempt-
ihle. If you wish to prescrve any claim to respeetability
or soeial position, you will refrain from eritieising, even by
a single unfavorable remark, anything you may have ob-
.served in the hause of a ftiend where you ware stopping .
. as a guest.

TATTLING.

IN all sodal intercourse, eonversations will take plaee
in whieh opinions are given and motives serutinized which
it would be extremely improper to rep~at. Yet we find n.
great many people who delight in reta;'1Iing rell1arks made
byone party upon another, thus stiI'rlng up discord and

Btreugtheuiug hatred wheresoever they appear. Such
eharlLCters are tbe bane of eountry society. What is more
absurd, für instance, than if olle' lady should gay to ano-
ther-U WeIl, Jane, what do you think Llleretia Smith says
of you? 6he says you have the thiekest ankles and the

FORMAL EVENlliG PARTIEB.

THESE are of various kinds, and more or less ceremo-
nious, aecording to- the taste of the persons giving them.
Soma people who desire to be extremely fashionable overdo
tlle tlling and mIlke their friends uncomfortable. The best
plan is not to stand muell upon ceremony, hut exert your-
self to make all Jour visitors at ease.

Invitations to large evening parties are usually written
olles, though it is by no means neeessary to send such to
Jour intimate friends. A verbal message to them is quite
suflieient. An aJ:lSwer to an invitation should always be

promptly giv~ir .,A. written invitation to an (wening party
runs as fellows :

MRB. EDGEB:rON presents her eompliments to lIIr. and
Mrs. Day, and requests the pleasure of their company on
Friday evening, the 19th inst.

311 Fifth avenue, Tuesday.
Piease obligoby an answer.

Should your party be given to celebrate any partienlar
event, such as a daughter's birth-day, the anniversary ofyour

2
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marriage, &C.,you can add to the note the words, Uit be-
ing Dur daughter Susan's fifteenth birth-day," or Uit being
the twentieth anniversary of Dur marriage," &c.

If the pernoDS invited by note desire to accept the invi-
tation, they will write a reply similar to the following :

MB. and MRs. DAY present their compliments to Mrs.
Edgerton, and accept with pleasure her kind invitation tor
Friday evening.

Wednesday.

11; on the contrary, they wish to decline, it is not neces-
sary to give any reason für it, hut siniply"wrlte a note as
fo11ows :

MB. and MRs. DAY present their compliments to Mrs.
-Edgerton, and regret that circmnstances Will prevent their
acceptance of her kind invitation für Friday evening.

Wednesday.

Having accepteQ an invitation to a party, never fail to
keep Jour prornise; even if the weather sIiofild prove un-
favorable. But in case of a severe storin, you will be ex-
cusable. .A.married man should never accept an invitation
of this kind unless his wife is included in it.

posed slight. It places hirn in a disadvantageous position
-betraying an absence of self-respect, or at the least of
self-possession.

Ir any Olleshotl1d assurne a disagreeable tone of voice,
or offensive manner towards rau, never resent it in com-
paar-Bild above all, do not adopt the same style in Jour
conversation with him j appear not to notice it, and gen-
erally it will be discontinued, as it will be seen that it haB
failed in its object: besides which you save Jour temper,
which is an important consideration.

Be careful in company how you defend Jour friends, un-
lass the conversation be addressed to yourself. Remem-
her that nobody is penect, and people mal sometimes
speak the truth; and that, if contradicted, they mal be de-
sirous of justifying themselves, lind will prtnJewhat might
otherwise have been a matter of doubt.

Never talk at people-it is in the warst possible taste,
as it is taking an unfair advantage of them. Ir there be-
anything said !hat you dislike, speak Jour mind boldly,
and give the panjes saying it an opportunity of explaining,
01' ofdefending themse1ves. Ir you do not choose to do
this, be silent.

. Da not repeat the name of the person to whom you are
speaking-as, .. Indeed, Mr. Jones, you don't say so,sir:"
or, .. Rea11y, Mrs. Brown, I quite agree with rau, Mrs.
Brown." It is a very bad habit. .

In talking of Jour own children, never speak of them
a.s "Master William," or .. Miss" Jane i" .. Mr. Henry," or
UMiss Louisa:" it is a silly attempt to elevate both them
and yourselt; and is practiced only by vulgar and self-con-
ceited people.

When". giviIig or attending parties, do not' mistakeo
stiffness für diguity. The very spirit oe good breedfng col1-'
sista in being easy and natural yourselt; and in the endeavor
to make others the same. Etiquette is only the armm'
of society; and when Jour position is"fairly established, 11'

CONVEBBATION.

MANy men of talent target that the object of conversa-
!ion is to entertain and &muse, and that sooiety, to be agree-
able,must never be made the arena of dÜlpute. Some per-
sons .spoil every party they join by ~g it. their only
object to prove that every Olle present is"in.1ile wrang "hut
themselves. It requires so much tact and good breeding
1.0sustain an argument, howevm: 10gical1md correct thc
arguer may be, that an avoidance of it )Vill gain him more

.popularity than a triumph ovar his adveI83iy could accom-
plish. Even slight inaccuracy in statelJlentof facts oe
opinions should rarely be remarked on in conversation.

A man should never permit himselftÖ lose" his temper

in society-nor show that he has tak~. offence at any sup-
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mal be thrown aside, at least so far as is consislent with
good feeling amI decorum.

A void a loml tone of voice in conversation, or a "horse
laugh :" uoth are exceedingly vulgar; and if practiced,
strangers mal think that you are a retired politician, who
hall acquired the practice in bar-100m harangucs. You
should speak in a slightly subdued tone of voice, which we
feILT can only be acquired in good society. Be cautious
also how you take the lead in conversation, unlcss it be.
be forced upon you, lest people may reiteratethe remark
made by Dr. Johnson on a certain distinguished personage
famous for his self-assurance, viz.: that he was like a great
t.oe in society; the most ignoble part Clf the body, Jet ovar
thrust foremost.

Be very careftil how you "show off" in strange com-
pany, unless you be thoroughly conversant with Jour suh-
ject, as you are never sure of the person neu to whom you
may be seated. It is a COIDmon occurrence foT young gen-
tlemen of very shallow pretensions to endeavor to astowsh
country society, never dreaming that other persona mal be
present cqually posted, and. perhaps rar more intelligent
than themselves. Indeed, aB. the conscionsness of igno-
rance is apt to make people peculiarly sensitive, it would
be as weIl to avoid alJ. subjects with which you suspect the
generality of persons present cannot be acquainted; foT, as
the more introduction of such topics will be considered antI
resented as an assumption on your part, should you happen
to be vanquished on your owu ground, Jour defeat will be
the more huniiliating. '

In a room full of company, you should never take a
person aside to whisper. It is extremely vulgar antI offen-
sive. Ir you have anything 10 8ay in private, retire to Ilno-
ther room. .

Lounging on sofas or easy chairs, tipping back your
chair on two logs, throwing Jour leg ave, Jour knee, or
gilling in any unnatural position-these habits are always

considered Indecorous, and when ladies nIe present are
deemed extremely vulgar. Do not cross a room in an anx-
lous manner, antI force Jour war up 10 a lady merely to
recelve a bow, as by so doing you attract the eyes of thc
company towards her. Ir you are desirous of being no-
ticed uy any Ollein particular, pul .yourself in their war as
If by accident, antI do not let thalli 8eethat you have sought
thalli out; unless, indeed, theTa be something very impor-
taut to communicate.

Never introduce professional topics in general conver-
galion at a party. Very few persons can be interested in
your private business malters, and you mußt remember
that the object is to entertain others, not yourself. You
should be careful, also, not to introduce toplcs that have
only a local interest, and you should never speak slight-
ingly of those who are the monds of any Olle present.

Mothers should be on their guard.not ~ repeat nursery
anecdotes or bon-mof8,aa, however interesting to them-
selves, they are seldom so to others. Long glorios should
always be avoided, RB,however weIl told, they interrupt
general conversation, and leave the impression that tho
narrator thought the company dull, and consequently cD-
deavored to amuse It.

Never use the term "genteei" in conversation.- To
convey Jour idea, substitute" well-bred person," with " the
manners of a gentleman," or "a. gentleman." In speaking
of any Olle do not gay MT. A., Mrs. B., or Miss C. Pro-
nonnce the whole name. Nothing sounds more.abominable
than to haar a woman speak of her husband asMr. B.

GAJmS AND SPORTS.

. IN soma of ~e evening soda! gatherings, a variety of
sports, or playa, are frequently introduced. Entering ioto
the spirit of them we throw off the restraints of morD for-
mal intercourse, hut they furnish no excuse foT rudeness.
You should never forget your politeness, or allow yourseIf
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to take liberties, or lose Jour sense of delicacy and propri-
ety, while engaged in these amusements.

The selection of games or sports belangs to the ladies,
though gentlemen may mödestly propose thejp, and ask
the opinion of the ladies on the subject. The promiscuous
kissing which frequently forms a part of the performances
in same of these games, is now considered in bad taste. It
haB beeil brought into disfavor by the too fervent salutes
whieh gentlemen, or rather male visitors, have substituted
für the mere passive Ollesintended. A lady will offer her
Ups to be kissed only to her lover or husoond, and not to
them in company. Any breach of this rule in plays or
games is wrang. Tbe French code of kissing is the proper
olle, viz.: "Give Jour hand to a gentleman to kiss, Jour
check to a friend, hut keep Jour lips für Jour lover."

Never prescribe any forfeiture, in agame, whieh can
wound the feelings of any of the eompany; and you should
pay those whieh may be adjudged to you with cheerful
promptness.

DABCING.

As an' evening partyis often only another name for. a
dancing party, we will here give the mies observed in
fashionable' dancing parties, or sociables, in New York
City. If not applicable everywhere, they contain hints
which will be useful to every Ollewho dances:

1. Draw on Jour gloves (white or yellow) in the dress-
ing-room.,and do not be für one moment w.ith them off in
the daneing-rooms. At slipper take them off; nothing is
more preposterous than to cat in gloves.

2. When you are sure of a place in the danee, you go
up to ß lady ßnd ask her Ü ahc will rin lIuu eM 7/(J/wrto
dance with YOIL If she answers that she is engaged,
merely request her to name the earliest dance für which
ehe is Mt engaged, and when ehe will do you the honor
of dancing with yolL

J .'
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r 3 If a gentleman offers to danee with a lady, she should
not refusc, unless für some particular and valid reason, in
which ease ehe ean aecept the next offer. But if ehe haB
no fllrthcr objection than a temporary dislike 01' a piecer.of
eoquetry, it is a direct insult to him to refuse him and 'ac-
eept tbc next offer j besides, it shows tao marked a prefer-
ence für the latter.

, 4. When a lady is standing in a quadrille, though not
engaged in dancing, a gsntleman not acquainted with her
partner should not converse with her.

5. "Yhcn an unpraetieed dan cer makes amistake, we
may apprise him of his error; hut it would bc very impo-
lite to have thc air of giving him a lesson.

6. Unless a man haB a very graeeful flgurc, and ean use
it with great cleganee, it is bettel' for him to walk through
the" quadrilles, 01' in;'ent some gliding movcmcnt for thc
occasion.

7. At the end of thc dance, the gentleman re-eonducts
the lady to her'plaee, bows and thanks her for the honor
which she hag conferred. She also bows in silanee.

8. The master of tbc house should sec that all the ladies

dan ce. He should take notice partieularly of thosc who
sccm to servc as drapery to the walls of the ball-room (01'
1call flowers, as the familiar expression Ja,) and should sec
that they are invited to dance.

9. Ladies wbo dancc milch should bc very carcful not
to boast before thosc who danec IJUt littlc 01' not at all, of
the great numbcr of dances for whieh thcy are cngaged in
advance. They should also, without bcing pcrceived,
reeommend these lees fortunate ladies to gentlemen of
their acquaintancc.

10. For any of the members, either song 01' daughters,
of the faffilly at whose house the baU is given, to dance
frequently 01' eonstantly, denotes decided ill-breeding. The
ladies of the house should not oecupy those pI aces in a

quadrill~ whieh others may wish to flU, and they should,
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of. the house, unless yeu can do 80 without attractirig at-
tention. The contrary course would intelTUpt the rest of
the company, and call for otherwise unnecessary explana-
tions and ceremony- If you are an intimate ftiend of the

family, perhaps it would be more proper to take laRve of
the lady of the house in private.

moreover, be at leisure to attend to the rest of the com-
pany; and the gentlemen should be entertaining the mar-

. ried women and.those who do.not dance.
11. Never hazanl taking part in a quadrille unless you

know hfJWto dance tolerably; for if you are a novice, or
hut little skilled, you would bring disorder into the midst
of pleasure.

12. If a lady waltz with you, beware not to press her
waist; you fiust only lightly touch it with the open palm
of Jour hand, lest you leave a disagreeable impression not
only on her ceinture, hut on her mincL

13. If you accompany Jour wife to a dancing party, be
careful not to dance with her, except perhaps the first set.

14. When thai long and anxiously desiderated hour,
the hour of supper, has arrived, you hand the lady you at-
tend up or down 10 the supper-table. You remain with
her while ehe is at the taIlle, seeing thai ehe hag a11that
ehe desires, and then conduct her back to the dancing-
rooms. .

'" 15. A gentleman attending a lady should invariably
dance the first set with her, and mal afterwillds introduce
her to a friend for the purpose of dancing.

16. BaIl-raom introductions cease with the dancing;
and the gentleman should never again approach the lady
by salutation, or any other mode, without a re-introduction
of a formal character.

This code must be unders1ood as applying in full only
to fashionable dancing parties in the city,'though most of
the rules should be adh~red 10 in any place. The good
sense of the reader will enable him to modify them 10 suit
any particular occasion.

DINNER PARTIES AND DlliNERS.

Ul'ITIL quite recently, .dinners ware given in the most
agonizing ceremonious manner. But we are happy to in-
form aIl mankind thai a litUß common sense is now used
in dispensing the principal IDealto hungry mortals. What
was thought 10 be the height of good taste and superlative
refinement a few years ago, is now declared vulgar, and
tbc' dinners of this cla.y are not such tiresome affairs as
those inflicted on our paTents. A dinner party in the year
1860 is almost as .difIlcult 10describe as the gyrations of a
pie-nie, so different are the cus1oms of different people,
and so few ceremonies are really necessary. It used to be
said that maul a man would pass muster in society as a
gentleman until he accepted an invitation 10 dinner.But
unless he was perfect1y au faü, dinner would surely betray
him. All this is ehanged now. .

An invitation to dinner is generally given several days
beforehand. It may be written or verbal. If you send out
DOtes,they should be brief and unpretending, something
like the follo~:

TuEsDAY, Sept. 16th, 1860.
Mn.. GEORGE JONES requests the pleasure of Jour com-

pany at Dinner, on Friday, the 19th inst., at six o'clock.
W. B. ASTOR, Esq.

Ir it is a family dinner party, the note should begiB.
":MT. and Mrs. George Jones would be happy," &c., and
should be addressed to MT. and Mrs. W. B. Astor, or to'
W. B. Astor, Esq., and Mrs. As1or, according as Jour taste
may dictate.

FRENCH LEA VE.

lF you desire 10 withdraw before the party breaks up,
take 11Frenc:p-leave",-that is, go quietly out .without dis-
turbing auy one, and without saluting even tbemistress
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P~rsons who receive an invitation t<>dinner shonld
give a prompt answer, either verhallT, or by note. The
note mUßtbebrief,as folIows: ,

WEDNEBDAY,Sept. 17th.
MR. AsroR accepts with much pleasure!Ir. Jones's in-

vitation to dine with him on Friday.
Or, in case you dec1ine-
MR. AsroR returns thanks for Jour kind invitation tor

Friday, hut regrets that circumstances will prevent his join-
ing you on that occasion.

GEORGEJONEB,Esq.
Invitations to a family dinner shonld always be answer-

ed to the lady instead of her husband.
Persona who 80 ChOO8e,mal at all times decline invita-

tions to dinner without any breach of etiquette. But if
they. aocept, they shonld be punctual at the hour appoint-
ed. The genUeman shonld be neaUy ,dressed, and wear
either a frock or dress coat. The lady shonld always ap-
paar fufull dress.

When dinner is announced, the host rises and requests
all to walk into the dining room. He, otrera his,left arm
to the lady present who ftom age or auy conaideration is
entitled to precedence. Thehostesswill then Seethat each
lady is conducted by a gentleman, and they shonld euter
the dining room under, her direction, the married people
preceding the single Olles. Bhonld yon have t,o.go down
stairs to the dining-room, always give' j;he lady 'tim waD.
and when you amve at the table Beatyourself Onher light
aide. , ' "

The lady hostess Beatsherself at the heRd of the table,
and the hOBthimself at the foot. The two most distin-
guishe(1genüemen of the party &reseated next to the host-
ess, and. the two, ladies of greatest oonsideration Bit nen
the hoBt. Ir the dinner .is given in hoBor oe ooy gentJe-
man, he Bits at .the light oe the hostess. Inp1acln1r the
party attable, always separate husband and wife, 'and

members of the same family, as they are supposed to en-
joT enough of each other's society at horne. Mix up the
gentlemen and ladies as much as possible.

Help ladies with a due appreciation of their delicacy,
mOderation, and fastidiousness of their appetites; and do
not overload the pißte of any person you seITe. Neyer
pour gravy on a plate without psrmission. It spoils the
maat tor some persona.

, Do not insist upon Jour guests partaking of pai1.icnlar
dishes j neyer ask persona more than once, and never pu~
ooything by force ilpon their plates. It is extremely iU-
bred, thongh extremely eqmmon, to press olle to eßt oe
anything-

Soup is always served first, and then fishj and it is con-
sidered vnlgar to take either oe them twice. The.reason
tor not being helped a second time at' a large dinner party
is, because by doing so you keep three parts of the com-
pany staring at iou wille waiting for the second course,
mIlch to the annoyooce oe the mistress of the hause. At
a family dinner it is of less importance, and mal be düne
now-a-days without a breach oe good manners. Fish.is
always helped with a silver or plated fish-slice, and when
you haye it on JOur pIste you should usa Jour fork onIy in
eating it. The application of a knife to fish is likely to de-
stroy the delicacyof its flavorj besides which, fish sauces
are often acidnlatedj seids corrode steel, and draw ftom it
a disagreeable taste. In the North, where lemo~ or viile,
gar is yery generally used' tor salmon and many other
kinds of fish, the objection becomes more apparent.

Do not ask: any lady to' take'wine, until you see that
ehe has finlshed her fish or s6up: This'exceedinglyabsnrd
and troublesome custom is veryproperly giving wayat the
beBt tables to the more reasOnable Olleot"ilie gentleman
helping the lady to wille nen to whom he mal be seated,
or a servant will handit round. Bui ifeither a lady or a
gentleman beinvited tö take wine at table, they shonld not
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28 ETIQUETTE. Do not pick Jour teeth fit taIlle, exeept in an emer-
geney; aa, however satisfaetory fI praetice it may be to
yourself, to witness it is not at all plcasant.

Ladies should never dille with theil" glovcs on, unless
their bands arn not fit to be seen, though tbc habit is not
positively ungenteeL

Servanta occasionallywait at taIlle in clean white gloves,
fISthere are few things more disagreeable than thc thumb
of a clumsy waiter in Jour plate; hut the custom of their
waiting in gloves haBnever Ileen adopted in the manaioils
of people of distinetion. A white damask napkin, in which
bis thumb is enveloped, is given to each servant, antI this
effectually precludes ita contact with Jour plate.;

Most writers on Dinner Table Etiquettc prescribe that
in ~ding Jour plate tor anything you should lesve JOur
k:nI1bantI fork upon it. There Becmsalso to be a.rea.son
tor thc custom in the fact thai to hold them in Jour band
wowd be awkward, antI to lay them on thc table-cloth
tnight BOUit; hut the author of the "American Gentle-
mm's Guide," whose acquaintance with the best usage is
not to be questioned, says that they should bc retained,
a.nd either kept together in the band .or rested uran Jour
brea.d,to avoidsoilingthe.cloth. .

Finger g1a.sses,when used, corno on with thc dessert,
a.nd are filled with warm water. Wet a corner of JOur
napkin, fInd wipe Jour mouth, then rinsc Jour fingers; but
do not practice the filthy custom of gargling Jour mouth
attable, albelt the usagc prevailB among a few, who think
tIlGt because It is a foreign habit It cannot be disgusting.

The French fashion of having the prineipal dishes
carved on a aide-taIlle, antI served by attcndanta, is now
very genemlly adopted at ceremonious dinners 1..'1this
country; nevertheless, those who go 'into company can-
not safely count upon never belng ca.Iled 'lIpon carve, lind
the art is weil worth acquiring. Ign.orance of it some-
times places Ollein an awkward pOsition. You will find

refuse; it is very [J"udw so to do. They need not drink
'half a glass with cach person, but lllerely taste it, or touch
their lips to the glass.

The host or hostess should never eulogize any particu-
lar dish, hut should leave every Olle to their own choice
antI enjoyment, the lllain objeet belag to haye Jour guests
realize an ever-present sense of belog. entertained. You
may casually mention that a eertain dish is considered cx.
celIent, hut never press it uran any olle, nor should you
~ver try 10 persuade Jour guest to cat more than he takes
freely, tor Tory young or modest people may be thereby in-
dnced to accept what theyreally do not want, whieh would
be unpleasant to them.

Silver or plated forb are now universally used at taIlle
-steel. forks being only fit für carving. Never use a knife
10 convey food to Jour mouth undcr any cirenmstances. It
is unneeessary, antI glaringly valgar, Feed yourself with
a fork or spoon. A knife i3 only used tor eutting. Peas,
tomatoes, tarts, puddings, &c. should always be enten WiUl
aspoon. AB a general rIlle, when helping anyone at taIlle,
never uoo a knife when you Ban uso aspaon.

Ir at dinner you are requested to help any Olle to sauce
or gravy, do not pour it ovar the maat or vegetables, hut
on Olle aide of them. Never load down a person's pInte
with anything-it is vulgar.

At a dinner party the bogt usually serves his le{1; hand
neighbor first, thon his right hand, antI so on. Olle ladle-
fulofsoup 10 a pinte is Buffieient. Takewqatever is given to
rau, antI do not offer it to Jour neighbor. Begin at onca to
eat, fInd do not Buck the:8oup into Jour mouth or blow
iL Ir it be too hot, Btir it until it ia cool enough to eat.

Many people mak~.~ unpleasant noise with their lips by
inhaling their brea.fu.,while taking sour. This habit should
be carefully a.voided.:Ma.king 11.uo!!;e in chewing, by smack-
ing the lips, or breathing hard",au'i! both unseemly habits.
Usa Jour knife, fork antI teetb;!lS-qnietly as possible.
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directions on this snbject in almost any cook-book; fon
will leam more, however, by watehing an aeeomplished

, earver than in any other way.
Never para an apple or a paar for a lady, unless she de-

sires you to do so, and thon be eareful to usa Jour folk to
hold it. You may sometimes offer to divide a very large
apple or pear with aperson.

Coffee is sometimes served in the dining-room and
sometimes in the drawing-room after dinner. If served at
table, do not be in a harry to have it brought, hut wait
until every one has done with his wille for fear you should
geem ehary of the wine.

Should Jour servants break anything while you are at
table, never turn round, or inquire into the particulars,
however annoyed you may feeL Ir JOur servants betraf
stupidity or awkwardness in waiting on Jour guests, ""oid
reprimanding them puhilely, as it ouly draws attention to
their errors, and adds to their embarrassment.

It jg eustomary, whcn you have been out dining,; ..,
leave a card upon the lady the next dar, or as soon- after
as may be convenient; hut attentions of tbis gort arG not
always expected from professional or business man, their
time heilig too valuable to sacrifice in making visits of
mare ceremony; therefore, do not attribute such omission
to any want of respeet, but to its proper cause-time more
usefully occupied.

When a man is atout to be married, he usually gives a
dinner to bis bachelor friends; which is undemtood to be
their IXJnge,unless hc,.J:hOO8CSto renew their acquaintanee.

~.

dan ce. Tbis does not entitle you to claim her aequaint-
anee afterwartls, and you should not cyan reeognize her
again unless she makos the first a(lmnees witb a bow or a
smile. In Europe it is eustomary for a gentleman to take
off his bat to any lady in whose society he had ever teen.
But hore we are more partieular. 'Ve wait for tbc lady to
first recognize uso Few ladies who go to pub1ieballs would
oPjeet to being notieed by their ball-room aequaintanees,
or faHto bow on meeting, when you eau respond by liftin~
your hat. Never invite a strange lady to danee witb you
unless you have teen presented to Aer for tbat purpose.

White or fellow tinted gloves are indispensable either
at a ball or a dancing party. Lead the lady tbrough the
quadrille; do not drag her nor clasp her hand too light.
Never stand up to danee anlass rou are acquainted witb
tbe figares and know soma of the steps. Danee quietly.
Do nöt kick and Garer about nor sway Jour body, but let
'JI8K motion be from tbe hips downward. Do not pride
~elf too much on tbe neatness of your sters, lest you
be -mken for a dancing master. When you are waltzing
with a lady, do not press her waist, hut touch it Jightly
with tbe open palm of your hand.

lf a lady shoulel eivi11yelecline to <lance with you,
making an cxcuse, auel you chance to see her dancing after-
wards, do not take any notiee of it, nor be offended with
her. It might not be that she despiseelyou, but that she
preferred another. We cannot always fathom the melden
springS which infiuenee a woman's nations, and there are
many bursting hearts within white salja dresses; therefore
do not insist upon the fulfihnent of esbi.blishedregulations
"de rigueur." Besides, it is a hafd casc that women
.should be compe1led to dance witl1cverybodyoffered them,
I1t the alternative of not being.allowed to enjoy themselyes
,~t a1L

Ir a lady friend be cngaged wben you request her to
danee, and she promises to be Jour partner for the next or

TRE D.ALL-ROOM..

ABit is necc:ssary for every young person who gOC/!into

.society to 1~19-.danc
.

ce, in uequiring that an they Will of
course beco~ with the etiquette of the ball-room.

If you are nlltilllU1gerat n ball, you apply to thc managers
for a partne~'IiDd In'c presented toa lady, with whom you
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anyofthe fol1owing dances, do not neglect her when the
time comes, hut be in readiness to fulfil Jour office as her
cavalier, or she may think thaI Jou have studiously slight-
cd her, besidcs preventing her obliging soma one else.
Even inattention ami forgetfulness, by showing how little
you aare for a lady, form in themselves a tacit insult.

Never qU9.ITel in a ball-room, or show the least resent-
mallt. All misunderstandings must be settled outside. It
is in bad taste to be over officious in noticing derelictions

~,from strict propriety, for well-bred warnen will not thank
yon for defending thalli !lnder such circnmstances, as .they
da not like to becorne conspicnons; lInd in smal1 matters
they are generally ahle and willing to take aare of them-
selves, and overwheIm the offender in soma quiet war.
It is only serious and glaring violations of decorum that
shouId be pnblic1y noticed.

In meeting Jour friends at a ball or promenade, it is
only necessary to salute thern onee for the whole evenillga.
Some people arG constantly nodding and bowing, whi. 11
quite disagreeable.

TUE STREET.

WHILE walking the street no OlleshouId be so absent-
minded as to neglect to recognize bis monds. Ir you do
not stop, you shouId always bow, touch Jour hat, or bid
Jour friend good day. Ir you stop, you can offer your
hand without removing Jour glove. If you stop to talk,
retire on Olleaide ofthe walk. Ir Jour fri.endh88 astmn"
ger with hirn and yon have anything to gay, you should
apologize to the stranger. Never leave Jour mond ab-
ruptly to see another person without asking him to excuse
your departure. Ir you meet a gentleman of yonf Re-
quain.tance walking with a lady whom you do not knoW,
1ift Jour hat as you saInte thern. If you know the lady,
you should saIute her first.

Ir you meet a lady of Jour acquaintance in the street,
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I
I.,

if ohe is an intimate friend yon can confidenUy sainte her
lJy lifting Jour hat-ir only a casual acquailltance, wait für
her to recognize you first. N ever offer to shake ham!'s wHit
a lady in tbe strcet if yon have on dark gloves, as you mny
BOi!her white on es. Ir you maat a lady friend w1th whom
YOHwish to converse, you must not stop, hut turn and wai!;
along with her; lInd should she be walking with 11.geü.tlc-
man, first assure yourself thaI you are not intruding belare
you attempt to join the two in thei!' walk.

In walking with ladies in the street, gentlemen should
treat them with the most scrupulous politeness. It is cuP-
tomary to give them the inside of the waHr, but there may
be places where the outside wouId be safer, and Jou shonld
thon change sieles.

You shonld offer Jour arm to a lady with whom you
are waiking whenever her safety, comfort, or convenience
may seem to require such attention on Jour part. At night
Jour arm should always be tendered, and also when as-
cending the sters of a public buiIding. In walking with
anr person you shouId keep step with military precision,
and with ladies and elderly people you should always ac-
commodate Jour speed to theirs.

Ir a lady with WhODl you are walking receives the sa-
lute of a person who is a stranger to JOD, Jou should fatum
it, not for yourself; hut for her.

When a lady whom you accompany wishes to enter a
store, you shouId hold the door open and aHow her to enter
firs~ if practicable; foT you rnust never pass before a lady
ahywhere, if you can avoid it, or without an apology.

Ir a lady addresses an inquiry to a gentleman on the
street, he will lift his hat, or at lea.~t touch it respeetfu!ly,

as he replies. Ir he Cännot give the information required,
he will express bis regrets.

When. tripping over the pavement, a lady should groce-
fnlly raise her dress a mue above her ankle. With her

3
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apologJze für the trouble you cause thalli. To talk during
t1leperformance is an aet of rudeness and iDjustiee. You
Ums proclaim Jour own ill-breeding and invade the fights
of others, who have paid für the privilege of hearing the
performers, and not for listening to you.

lfyou are in attendance upon a lady at any opera, con-
cert, or lecture, you should retain Jour seat at her side j
hut if you have no lady with you, and have taken a desir-
ahle Beat, you should, if need be, eheerfully relinquish it
in favor of a lady, for Olleless eligible.

To the opera, or theatre, ladies should wear opera hoods,
whieh-u.re 10 be taken oll' on entering. In this country,
custom permits tbc wearing of bonnets j hut as they are
neither convenient nor comfortable, ladies should dispense
with their usa whenever they cau.

Gloves should be worn by ladies in church, and in places
of public amnsement. Do not take -tbem off 10 shake
hands. Great Bare should be taken that they are weIl
made and fit neatly.

J

right hand she should hold together the foIds of her gown
::md draw thalli towards t1le right side. To mise the dress
on OOth sides, and with both hands, is vulgar. This uD-
grnceful pmctice can be tolerated only for amoment when
the mud is very deep.

Most Americall ladies in our eitles wear too rich and-

expensive dresses in the streBt. SOlle, indeed, will sweep
the side-walks with costly stutfs only fit for a drawing-
room or a carriage. This is in bad taste, and is what ill-
natured people would term snobbish.

The out-door costume of ladies is not complete without
a shawl or a mantra. Shawls are difficult to wear grace-
fully, and few ladies wear thalli weil. Yon should not
drag a shawl tight 10 Jour shoulders and stick out Jour
elOOw&,bnt feld it lOO8ely and gracefully, so that it mal
fully envelop the figure.

SHO::PING.

IN inquiring for goods at 0. shop or store, do not BaY,1
want so and so, hut BaYto the shopman-Show me such or
such an article, i1' you please-or use soma other pollte
form of address. Ir you are obliged to m;;:amine 0.number
of articles before )-Ou are suited, apologize to the shop-
keeper für the trouble you give him. lf, after all,' yen
cannot sult yourself, renew Jour apologies when yen go
away. If you make only sniall purchases, gay to hirn-I
am sorry for having troubled you rot'80 tri1ling 0. thing.

TRA VELING.

PLACES OF AMUSEMENT.

GENTLEMEN who attend ladies 10 the opera, to coneerts,
to lectures, &CO,should take off their hais on entering the
room, and ",hile showipg thalli their Beats. Having taten
your Beats remain quletly in them, and avoid, nnless abso-
lute necessity requires it, ineommoding ethers by crowding
out and in before thern. Ir obliged to do this, politely

ABa general rule, travelers are selfish. They par little
attention either to the eomforts or distressesoftheir feIlow-
travelers; and the commonest observances of politeness
are often sadly neglected by thern. In the scramble for
tickets, ror Beats, für statl7rooms, or for places at 0. publlc
table, the courtesies of ifeseem 10 be trampled nnderfoot.
Even the ladies are SOlJletimesrudely treated and shame-
fally neglected in the headloDg rush für desirable Beats in
the railway cars. To see the behavioar of American peo-
pIe on their traveIs, Ollewould suppose that we ware any-
thing but a .re1inednationj and I bave otten wondereq

- whether a majority of oui travelers eould rea1ly make a
decent appearance in sodal 8Ociety:.

When you are traveling, it is DOexcus.ethat because
ethers antrage deceney and propriety yen should fellow
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their example, and fight them with their own weapons. .A.
rush and scramble at the railway ticket office is always un-
necessary. The cars will not leave until every passenger
is aboord, and if you have ladies with you, you can easily
seeure Jour Beats and afterwards procurc thc tickets at
leisure. But suppose you do lose a fu.vorite Beat by Jour
moderation! Is it not better to sulfer a little inconveni-

mice than to show yourself deeidedly vulgar? Go to tbc
cars half an hour heforo they start, and you will avoid all
trouble of this kind. '

When seated, 01' about 10 Beat yourself in the cars, ncver
alIow considerations of personäl comfort 01' eonvenience

to cause you'to disregard the rights of fellow-travelers, 01'
forget the respectfol courtesy duc 10womail. The pleasant-
est 01'most comfortable Beats belang to the ladies, and you
sbonld never refuse to resign such seats to them with a
eheerfol politeness. Sometimes a gentleman will go through
a Car and ehoose his Beat, and afterwards vacate it to pro-
euro his ticket, leaving his overcoat 01' carpet bag to show
that the Beat is 'taken. Always respect this token, and
never Beize upon a seat thus secured, without leave, cyan
though you may want it for a lady. It is not always neces-
sary for agentIeman to rise after hc has seated himsclf and

'.)lfer his seat to a lady, particularly if the lady is aceompa-
.uied by another gentleman; für thora may still be eligible
oacant seats in thc j;al'S. But sbouldyou sec a lady corno

, atOlle, and if the seats in thc car 4 appear to be filled, do
not hesitate 'to offCl' her Jours, iryou have no ladies in
Jour company. Alld should a ladymotiori to Beat herself
beside you, nso at onee and offer her the choice of the t1\"O

Beat&These arG hut common CO1irtesies tIlGt cvery well-
bred man will at a1l times cheerfullyoffer 10 the other sox.

Making acquaintancesin tbc caI8, altbough correct
enough, is a measure of whieh travelers genel'l1lly appeal'
to be very sby. There is no reason für this, as aequaint-
ances thus pieked up need never be recognized again
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unless you please. If a stranger speaks to you, always
answer hirn politely, and if his conversation provos diaa-
greeable, you have no alternative hut to change Jour seato

In steamersdo not mako a rush für thc supper table, 01'
mako a glutton ofyourselfwhon Junget thora. Neverfu.il
to offer Jour Beat on deck to a lady, if the Beats all appear
to be oc'eupied, and always meet halfway 'any fellow-pas-
senger who wishes to enter into eonversation with lOH.
Same travelers are so excJusive that theyconsider it a pre-
sumption on the part oCa stranger 10 address them; hut
such people are generally foolish, and of no account. 80-
ciable intercourse while traveling is une of its main attrao-
tionlj. Who woold aare abGilt sitting and moping für a
dozenhourson board a steamerwithout f;lxchanging a word
with anybody? and this wust be the fate of the excJuslves
when'they'travel wane. Even'ladles, who run greater rlsks
in forming steamboat acquaintanees than the wen, are
allqwed the grüntest privileges in that respeot. It might
not 'b(\ exaotly co1'1'eot for a lady to make a epeaking 00-
qtIalntanoe of a gentleman; hut ehe may"address 01' ques.
tion him for the time heini without impropriety.

Fe1l0w-passengers, whether on a steamboat or in the
cars, should at a1l times be soolable. and obliging 10 Olle
another. Those who are the reVerse- ofthis inay pe set
down either as sel1lsh, foolish,or oonoeited.

In ,the aars youhave no right1o keep a window open
für youraccomiri0d8t1on, if the current of air thus pro-
duced annoys' Öl"end&tgera tha health of another. There
are a sllftloient number of disoomforts in traveling, at bes,t,
und it ehonld 'bothe imn of each passenger 10 leuen them
as milch as-posslb~e, ~d to oheerfullybear his o~ part.
Llfe' Isa: journey, and,wo are all reuow.trave1ers.

,Ir ~ riding in an omnibus, or crossinga ferry wltP. a
,triend, he wishes1o par für yol1; never insIat upon paying
für yourself or for both. If he Is before Y°11,let thelnat-
ter pass without remark.



38 ETIQUETTE. JlISCELLANEOUS IIINTSo 39

MTSCEI,LANEO1::S UINTS. be found lodged under the nails. Clean thalli earefully
every time you wash Jour hands, and keep thalli smoothly
andevenly cut.: Nllverpare or scrape Jour nails,pick Jour
teeth, comb Jour hair, or perform any of the necessary
operations of the tollet in company. All these things

. should be carefully attended to in the privacy oe Jour
own ropm. Te pick the nose, dig the aars, or scratch the
head or any part of the person in company, is frightfully
vulgar.

AgentIeman should always wear a clean shirt. It is
better to wear a threadbare coat tban to have Jour shirt
disreputable. Yourhatandboots must also bewell brush-
ed if you expect to pass for a person of good breeding.

. Bashfulnessor difIldenceis oneof the greatest obsta-
eies with which young people have to contend, and it can
only oo.overcome by resolute e1fort and praetice. Never .
give war to it. Go where you desire to go and overcome
Jour di1D.denceby se1f-respect, self-reliance and self-con-
trat Persevere in this and you will conquer it in duc time.

Pu1ling out Jour watcb in company unasked is a mark
of ill-breeding. It looks as though you ware tired of the

. company, and that time dragged heavily. Ir you desire to
know the. time, retire to some corner, or into another room,
and look at Jour watcb unnoticed.

. Never offer a lady a cost1ygift unlessyou are engaged:
to marry her. It is in the highest degree indelicate,and
looks as though youwere d!J8irOUBof purchasing her good
will When you make a present to a lady, U86no cere-
mony, hut give it ia an indirect and indifferent war, as
though it was of very. little eoll86quence. Gifts. given by
l~es to gentlemen should not be purchased, hut should
be the offspring of their gentle skill, such as needlework.
dmwings or paintings.

Keep yourself free from' strange tricks or habits, such.
as tbrustiug out Jour tougue, continua11y snapping: JOur.
fillgeis, rubbing JOur hands, sig!rlngaloud, gaping lVitha

IF you wish to pass fOTa well-bred person, keep clean.
It is rar better to dress coarsely and out oe fashion and bc
strictly clean, than to cover a dirty skin with the finest and
richest elothing. A eoarse shirt or a calieo dress is not
necessa.rily vulgar, hut dirt is essentia11yso. A clean skin
is as essential to hes.lth, beauty Md personal comfort, ns it
is to decency; and without health and that perfect free-
dom from physical disquiet which corno only from tbe nor-
mal action oe a11the eunctions oe the bodily organs, Jour
behaviour can Bevor be satisfactory to yourself or agree-
able to others.

When you go into a house anywberc, Bevor fall to
scrape Jour shoes, and wipe them on the mat, ie the weather
bemuddy. Neglect oe this duty is a pretty strang proof
of slovenliness and vulgarity at horne. '

Clean and white teeth are an absolute necessity to any
Ollewho expeets to pass muster in good 8Ociety.Some
people can keep tbeir teeth white without tbe rodof wßsbes
or powder, while fOTothers it is necessary to usa some
c1eansing Bubstance daily. To keep the mouth Bweet and
the teeth clean, it is generally necessary to brush them
slways after eatin.,g,and to scour thalli onee a dar. Pow-
dered myrrh olle.part, to two or tbree parts oe orris-root, is
an that isn~ for a tooth-powder. Scent it with any-
tbing you ,msy fancy, and you then, have the same tooth-
powder that is sold under different names,»y the apotha-
caries.

A bad breath is ftequently cauSedby a dirty mouth and
decayed teeth. Where n proceeds from the .stomach, it
C8I1onlybe rectifted bydieting and taking seidUtz-powders
or some other gentle cathartic.

You will not, of COI11'!l6,go into company, .or Bit down
to the table, with solled bands, but unlessyou. habituate

pmrself to a special care oe them, more or lesa dirt will
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noise like a country fellow that haBbeau sleeping in a hay-
loft, or indeed with any noise. These are imitations of
the mannern of the mob, and are degrading to a gentle-
man. It is rode and vnlgar to lean Jour head back against
fine papered waUs, and thus soll them.

Never censure any one in cooversation whose religions
belief; or politics, or opinions of any kind, are different
ftom Jour own. If he intrudes bis ideas upon you offen-
sively, be stlent. Because he shows his own ill-breeding,
is no reason why you shotild commit an impropriety.

Tbe right of privaey is sacred, and shonld always be
respected. It iB exeeedingly improper to euter a private
room anywhere without knocking. No relation, however
intimate,'will justify an abrupt intrusion upon a private
apartment. So the trunks, boxes, packets, papers, and let-
ters of every individual, locked or unlocked, sealed or un-
sealed, are sacred. It is ill manners even toopen a book-
case, or to read a written paper lying open, without per-
mission expressed or implied. Books in an open case or
on & center-table, cards in a card-case, and newspaperB,
are presumed to be open für examinstion. Be careful
where you go, what you read, and what you handle, par-
tieularly in private apartments.

Always conform Jour conduct, as near as possible, to
the company with whom you are associated. Ir you sbonld
be thrown among people who are vulgar, it is better to
humor them than to set yourself up,. then and there, für a
modelof politeness. It . is related of a certain king that
on a particnlar occasion he torned bis tea 'into bis saucer,
contrary tu the etiquette of society, because two country
ladies, whose hospitalities he was enjoying, did so. Tbat
king was agentIeman; and this anecdote serves to IDus-
trate an important principle; name1y, that troe politeness
and genuine good manners often not only permit,' hut ab-
solutely demand, a violation of BOrneof the arbitrary mies
of etiquette. Baar thia fuct in mind.

Some people of both sexes affect odd, out-of-the-way
dresses, or wear their hair in a queer manner, :md defend
themselves bysaying that their mode of dress ia more con-
venient or becoming, or less expensive. I have no doubt
that a few of them do this in good faith; hut with a ma-

jority it ia simply a C3Se of7anity and gele-cancelt, craving
notoriety. Such pranks, either in man or warnen, should
discard them tram aU good society. If they choose to affect
eccentricity, let them enjoy it alant by themselves. Qua-
kerB may be an exceptiou to tbis mie; though even that
strictly moral people have' recently introduced a little com-
mon sense into their ereed as rar as it relates to dress. Tbe

young Quakers aud Quakeresses of the present dar eon-
form tu the usages of soeiety in thia respect except in the
matter of Ufinery." Their dresses, and even their hats

and .bonnets, approach very near to the fushionable styles.
A weU-bred gentleman or lady will sustain their charac-

tern as such at all times, and in an places-at horne as well
8S abrund. Ir you see a man behave in a rode and unciviI

manner to bis father or mütter, bis brothers or Bisters, bis
wife or children; or fai! to exercise the common courtesies

of life at bis own table and around. bis 'own fireside, you
may at ouee set him down as a boor, whatever pretensions
he may make to geiltility. Good manners shonld always
begin at horne.

Ir you wonld have Jour children grow up beloved amI
respected by their eidern 8S weIl as their cotemporaries,
teach them good manners in thcir childhood. The young
sovereign shonld first learn to ober, that he may be the
better fitted to command in bis turn.

Show, hut do not show off, Jour children tu strangers.
RecoUect, in the matter of children, how many are bom
every hQur, each one almost 8S remarbble 8S Jours in -the
eyes of its papf and mamma.

Never recline backwards, while seated, so 8S to push
your chair upon two legs. Tbis appears to be alniost ex-
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clusively an American habit, and is decidedly a breach of
good-breeding. Parlor chairs are usually made without
braces across the legs, amI should you enter a gentleman's
parlor and tip back in achair like tms, you wouldrun the
risk of breaking it down.

In shaking bands it is more respectful to offer an un-
gloved hand; hut if two gentlemen are both gloved, it is
very foolish to keep each other waiting to take them off.
You shoul<l not, however, offer a gloved hand to a lady or
a superior who is ungloved. Foreigners are sometimes
very sensitive in tbis matter, and might deem the glove an
insult. It is weIl tor a gentleman t~ carry bis rlght-han~l
glove in bis hand if he is likely ro have occasion 10 shake
!lands At a ball or party the gloves need not be taken off.

Be exact and prompt in all Jour money transactions.
No man who has the least pretensions to good-breeding
will take advantage of the liberality of bis fiiend under
any cireumstances. It is no breach of politeness ro refuse
a loan, 10 even Jour best fiiend, because no one is supposed
to know ofyour abilityto mako the loaD &t that particular
time. .

The first mark of-a gentleman js a sensitive regard tor
the feelings of others; therefore, smoke where it is never
likely ro provo offensive by making Jour clothes smell.
After smoking, always wash Jour mouth and brosh Jour
teeth. What man of delicacy could presume to address a
lady with bis breath smelling of onions? Yet robacco js
eqn&uyodious to soma people.

Be cautious how you indulge in badinagein the pres-
enee of dun people; they will either get out of temper in
consequence of taking what you BaYliterally, or else will
stare and wonder at you foTbeing such a "strange man."
" Poor Susan I" said a gentleman ro a pretty girl. " Poor,
indeed r' replied the lady, With an indigndnt toss of the
head; "not so poor as that comes 10. Papa can give us
something, 1 think I"

HINTSTOLADIES.

Yomm LADIESshould always be on their guard against
excessive timidity, tor it not only paralyzes their powers,
renders them awkward, and gives them an almost silly air,
hut it mayeven causa them to be suspected of prille among
those who do not understalld the real causa of their diffi-
dence. There are many intelligent and worthy young la-
dies who mako a very indifferent appearance in society
troll this cause. We can only advise them that a finnness
of purpose to break themselves of their timid feelings will
accomplish it by a little practice.

Good temper and good nature are the real essentials 10
troe politeness, and the most artful polish can never impart
tbc "je 7Wsais quoi" of elegance, where these two requi-
sites are wanting.

Proprlety in the carriage of thc body is especially indis-
pensable to ladies. It is by this that, in a walk, or any
assembly, people, who cannot converse with theIn, judge
of their marlt and their good educajäon. How many
dancers movc off; and how many persons sigh with pity,
at the sight of a beautiful woman who haB a mineing war,
affeets glace, inclines her head affectedly, and who seems
to admire herself incessantly, and ro invite others 10 ad-
mire her also. Very few people like ro enter into conver-
sation with an inimovable lady, and one who is formal and
precise, stretching out the OOdy,pressing the lips, and car-
rying back the elbows, as if they ware fastened 10 her side.

Soma ladies walk so as ro turn up their dresses behind,
and 1 have seen a well-dressed wornan made to look very
awkward by elevating her shoulders slightly and pushing
her elbows Wo rar behind her. Some hold their hands up
to the waist, and press their a.uns against themselves as

:::~ghtly as jf they ware glued there; others swing them
"backward and forward, as a business man walks along the
street. T/lO slwre steps detract ftom dignity very much,
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forming a mincing pace; too long sters are masculine.
.All these manreuvres are in bad taste. ,The easiesL or
most natural galt and disposition of the limba is the most
graeeful.

Thc galt of a !aoy ought ucithcr to bc too quick Bor too
sloWj tbc most easy nud convenient step is that whieh
fatigues the least, ami pleases most. The bOOy and thc
beau shoulo be ereet, without afl'ectation, ami without
haughtinessj the movemeuts, espccially those of tbc arms,
easy and natural Tbe countenanee should bc pleasing
and modest.

It is not roUte for a lady to speak too quick or too
loml When seated, she ought ueither to cross her legs,
nor take a vulgar attitude. She should occupy her chair
entirely, and appear neither too restlese, nor Jet too im-
IDovable.

On rising from bed in the morning, a lady should pUl
on a morning gown and a email musUil eap. The hair-
papers, if they cannot be removed on rising, should be con-
cealed uhder a bandeau of laee, or of the halr. They
should be removed as soon as mal bc. In this dress she
should reeeive oilly intimate friends, or peroonS who caU
upon urgent or indispensable business. Dispense with this
dress as BOonas possible, aud dress for the forenoon. Bome
will go atout in their IDorning dress half the dar, which is
a decidedly low and vulgar habit.

In seleeting Jour dresses, have a correct eye to suitable
calors for Jour complexion. Ir you do not pOBBesSa good
eye for color, you ought never to roll upon Jour own judg-
ment in the selection of Jour patterns, or in their arrange-
ment upon Jour person. Ir you do, you mal be nothing
more tqan a walking violation of aU the harmony of light
amIahnde j and however ~ively dressed, you will never
appear either genteel or fBshionable.

It is altogether' out of place for a lady to spread out her
dress for, display, or to throw her drapery Mound her in

sitting down, and what is especially to be avoided is, an
unquiet, hold, nnd imperioUBair, for it is unnatural, nud
not allowable in any case.

In receiving guests, Jour first object should be to IDake
them feel aLhomo. Begging them to mako themselves at
homo is not sufficient. You should display n genuine, un-
affeeted friendHness. Allow their presence to interfere as
Httle as possible with Jour domestic arrangements; thus
letting them see that their visit does not disturb you, hut
they fall, as it wem, nnturally into a vacant p!ace in Jour
household. Observe Jour own feelin!ts when you happen
to be the guest of a person who, tliongh he may be very
mueh Jour friend, and really glad to see you, seems not to
know what to do either with you or himselfj and -agam,
when in the house of another, you feel as much at oase as
in Jour own. Mark the difference, more easily feIt than
describcd, between the manners of the two, nud deduee
therefrom a lesson for Jour own improvement.

Alwaya avoid the foolish practiee of deprecating Jour
own rooms, furniture, or viands, and expressing regrets tbat
you have nothing better to offer. Neitber ahould you go
to tbe other extreme of extoUing any particular thing or
article of food. The best war is to aay nothing about
these matters. Neither is it proper to urge guests to ca!;
or to load their pJ.atesagainst their inclinations.

When visitors propose to leave you, do not be over ur-
gent to have them remain, even if you feel th3t their visit
haB teen too abort. You ean express Jour regrets, or
course; hut good maUDersdo not require you to endeavor
tO retain them against tbeir wishes or sense of duty.

Don't wake Jour rooms or stair-case gloomy. Furnish
them for light, BIld let them have it. Daylight js cheap.
Ir Jour rooUlll!$e dark, all the effects of furniture, pictüres,
walls, andc~ is lost. If you have beautifllI things,
make tbmd ~ Tbe fBshion of having a.niee parlor,
and then Shutting it up all but three or Cour daya in the
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:rear, when you have company; spending Jour own life in
a small room, shabbily furnished, or an unhealthy base-
lllent, to savc your things, is the meanest possible eeonorny.

Don't put Jour card. around the looking-glass, unless
in Jour private boudoir. Ir you wish to display theIn,
keep thern in a suitable basket or vase on the mantle or
eenter.table.

If you are a guest in ooy family, you should accommo-
date yourself to their customs and habits. Äscertain their
hours for m~als, fOTretiring, &c. and regulate Jour own
movements accordingly. Your own good sense and deli-
cacy will teaeh you the desirability of keeping Jour room
tidy, (md Jour articles of dre8s and toilet as much in or-
der as possiblc. If there is a deficiency of servants, a lady
will certainly DOthesitate to linke her own bed, and to do
for herself as mach as possible, and for the family all , that
is in her power.

Trcat Jour servants always withkindness, but at the
same timewith firm respectfor yourself; on no account be
familiar with thalli, neither liear their tattle, Dor tattle with
them. Do not scold them, or they will lose their respect
for you. When they need reproof, give it them in a calm,
dignified, and firm manner; hut on no account, if you can
possibly avoid it, find fault with thern in the presence of
strangers, even though they should let fall the tray with
your beBt set of china upon it.

Tbe reputation for good-breeding of the mistress of the
!louse is often measured by the conduct. of her servants.
You should take care, therefore, to mnke them civil and
polite, teach thcm to assist jour visitors in putting oft' and
on their overcoats, 'cloaks, &c., and let them always be
ready to open the door when your guests amTe or depart.

Accustom Jour servants never to appear.befure you too
slatterulyor too richly dressed; never allow Wem to entPr
into conversation with Bachother in yourp~ nor to
IlllSweryou by signa or coarse terms. If you have only

olle servant, talk of her by her Christian name; if you
have more, talk of them by the names of their offices, such
a8 nurae, cook, housemaid, butler, footman, &e" hut nlwaJ's
address thern by their Christian Dalles. .

N ever entertain Jour vi.itors with auy narrative of Jour
servants' improprietics.

A lady in company should never exhibit auy anxiety to
ging or play; but if she intends to do so, she should not
affect to refuse when asked, but obli",o:inglyaccede at onee.
If you cannot sing, or do not choose to, aay so with seri-
ousness and g-ravity, and put an end to tbc expectation
promptly. After singing Ollee or mice, cease and give
p1ace to ethers. There is an old ssying, that a ginger enn
with the greatest difllculty be set agoing, and when agoing,
cannot be stopped.

A lady will not say, "My husband," exeept among in- .

timatea; in' ,every ether case she should address or speak
of hirn ,pr his name, as Mr. -,

If"3' lady who receives a half-cerernonious visit, is sew-
ing, ehe ought to leuTe it oft' immediately, and not resume
it, except at the reqnest of the visitor. Ir they are on quite
intimate. terms, shc may request permission to conti,nne.
Ir a person visits in an cntirely eeremonious war, it would
be very-impolite to werk even an instant. Moreover, with
friends a lady shonld hardly be occnpied with her "Work,
but seern to forget it on their aceount.

To carry children or clogs with you on a visit of cere-
moar, is. altogether vulgar. Even in half-cerernonious

visite, it ja necessary to leave one's dog in the ante-roorn;
the nurse who holds .the infant must also be laß; without
the drawing-room.

. When ladies are introduced to one another, or to gen-
tlemen, it is no~ custoIll8IY für them to shake hands, but
merely to bow alowly and gracefully. Conrtesying.js no"W
obsoleie. When old friends meet ~ey shake hands or sa-
Inte each ether with a kiss on the check.
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TIIE American eustom of gentlemen making ca11son
all their friends on New Years dar is very aneient, having
originated among the Dutch sattlers of New York. In
1840 it was at its height, aImost every family with any
social pretensions setting a New Years ~ble, and making
a display according to their m~ It is still continued,
though with milch less parade and entertainment. Under
tlle old arrangement, Young America was art to take too
milch wine and an exeess of hot whisky punehes, hence
big treats on New Years fell into disfavor. At the present
time most families in New York City, and to soma extent
in largo. towns, receive New Years calls. The ladies are
at home 10 all their gentlemen aequaintances from eleven

01' twelve o'cloek in tbc dar up to ten at night. It is not
eustomary, however, to set a Ü~ble 01' mako a displayas
formerly, but to reeeive the gentlemen, who pass tbc eom-
pliments of tbc season, and after a lew moments' ehat re-
tire. In soma houses, if they protraet their vigil qeyond a:
lew moments, they !Ire asked to take a glasa of wille with
tlle ladies. That is alL

In making N ew Years calls, gentlemen frequently go in
eouples, amI by tllrees and fours. Tbey call on tbc female
friends of the wIlDle party, amI if Olle 01' more of them
should not be acquainted with the ladies where tbc call ia
made, they are introdneed. 11 is not usual, however, to
make promiseuous introduetions in the best society. ~Iost
people are not very partieul:u, because these easual intro-
duetions do not renny amount to anything.

N ew Y ear5 dar is the gala dar for mateh-makers among
the ladies. All tbc country cousins, and young l:J.dies in
the matrimonial market, are marshalied ami drilled to
make the best possible appooranee-in short, to pot on
their most bewitching and faseinating smiles-aml we are
happy 10 adel that casual aequaintances thus made often
end in new friendships, and not unfrequently in closer lies.

Ir !I gentleman is introduced to Indios whlle making a
New Years eall, it does not warrant him 10 claim tlle pri-
1'ilege of a friend of the family. He. should never call !I
second time exeept he be speeially invited, 01' unless he
haB permission to do so throngh !In aeknowledged friend
qf the family. Ir he i3 desirous of a furtheraequaintanee
with the young ladies, he will l'equest the friend who in-
troduced l1irn to ask such permission.

In reeeiving theii eompanyon New Years dar, ladies
have the largest liberty :md freedom. They enn ehat with

any one who eomro properly introdueed, with tbe same
ftankness ami lack of reserve that they would with their
most intimate rnends. All eeremony is dispensed with
for the moment; hut as the visits are neeessarHy abort, if

4

Ladies of literary tastes ShOllld never attempt to show
off mncb, for real' soma jealous riyal of tlle other sex shonld
snce!"and call tllem blues.

1\. lally sllould never prolong a frieneny eall into tbe
eycning, or malw one at tbc eloge of tlle da}", without
havillg first armnged for an oscort homo. She should
either have one of tlle domestics aeeompany her, or else
a male mernber of her family, 01' have an understanding
that tbc}" COllie für bel'. Should she have loitered until
evening without being thus provided, she mußt aeeept an
eseort from the family visited, at the same time expressing
her regrets.

I~ in traveling, any one introduees himself to JOD, and
does it in a proper and respeetful manner,'eonduct your-
self towards hirn with politeness, aase, and dignity: if he
is a gentleman, he will appreciate Jour behaviour-and if
not a gentleman, will be deterred from annoyihg you; bot
aequaintaneeships thus formed most een.se where they bc-
gau, and Jour entering into eonversation with a lady or
gentleman in a hont 01' a coach does not give any of you a
right to after-reeognitioJL

NEW YEARB CALLB.
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there should happen to be fmy eases of "love at first sight,"
the smitten youth most manage to gel an invitation. for
future fnrther aequaiutance.

Kew Years is a jubilee tor bashfnl girls. On that oeea-
sion they show themselves in a frank, hearty and free-and-
easy malmer, in singular contrast to the stiff etiquette of
their eommon every-day lire. They are not then afraid of
making amistake, and the}" aet natural. I have always
admired the characters of bashfnl girls, amI whenever op-
portunity offers I mIlke their aequailltance. Their reserve
seldom or ever comes from stupidity. They are usually

amiable, intelligent and elever, if not so quiek-witted as
their more favored Bisters, If I was pressed to ehoose
me a wife at random, I would seleet a bashful young lady.

The two or three darg sueeceding New Years are the
ladies' days tor calling, to pass the compliments of the
season. This custom hag now become quite as popular as
the New Years calls of the gentlemen. The ladies dis-
cuss with each other the number of their gentlemen vis-
itors on New Yen1"\!,the new faees they have seen, and the
matrimonial prospects tor the year. It is eustomary on
these oeeasions to offer wine and other refreshments, and
to drink to each other's health and prosperity.

LOVE AND COURTSHIP.

YOUNGPEOPLEof both sexes are too art to wax ro-
mantic, and think of love and courtshIp before they are
out of thelr teens. Some girls may marry thUBearly and
do weIl enoügh, bot we earnestly protest against boyish
courtships. Tbey should be frowned down in every soeial
cirele. Yonng men under twenty years old who think of
marrying are generally those who have not seen much of
good society. A boy candidate for matrimony is usnally
a bashful fellow, who yearns tor a BOcialeompanion~pf
Borne kind, and picks up the first silly girl he meets. 'If
circumstances bad so favored hirn thaI he could have gone

more into female society, the probability is he would never
have committed a folly that maY prove the bane of his
future social existenee. It is almost unnecessary to say
that boys who marry, and girls who marry thcm, are by
that act out of-the pale of good BOciety. No one would
recognize a pair of children in the matrimonial state. They
most tarry at horne, and live upon love, until the husbaud's
bcard is grown. There are afewsillywomen, ofnotmueh
account anywhere, who might patronise married boys for
the sake ofbeing praised aud lionized bysomebody. That
is all. -

A young man should make up bis mind not to marry
until he is twenty-five. Ir he euters society with thaI de-
tennination, and possessing any degree of firmness of pur-
pose, there is IitUe danger to him of the shafts of Cupid.
At !hat aga he will have aequired such a knowledge of
hirnself, both physicaIly and mentally, as will enable him
to set up a proper standard of femaIe exeellence, and to
determine what qnaIities, physicaI and mental,should cha-
racterize the wornan who is to be bis companion for 11fe.

Do not mak.e up Jour mind to wait tiIl yon have ae-
quired a fortune before you marry. You should not, how-
ever, assume thc responsibilities of a family without a rea-
sonable prospect of being ahle to maintain Olle. Ir yon
are estabIished in business, or have an adequate ineome
for the immediate requirements of the new relation, you
may safely trust to Jour own energy and self-relianee for
the rest.

Girls of good sense will not be ambitious to marry un-
:tiI after their twentieth year. Tbey should thon seek part-
!;lersamong gentlemen who ure from five to teil yea~ older
than themselves. Ir a girl is of a romantic turn, and in

.--danger of faIling in love, we would respectfuIly soggest
!hat shc shO1ildform no intimate acquaintances with thc
other sex exeept among those who are of sultable age for
her. She will thus avoid the Scylla of a green husbar.d,
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even jf ehe gels wreckeu upon tbe Charybdis of a shiflJess
01' unprinciplecl onc.

I bave generally notieecl thaI where a marriageable
;young man looked too anxiously round among his famIlIe
acquaintances for a WirB, he almost invariably goI cbeated.
There is a certain class of girls wbo are brought up f6r the
matrilllonialmarket in the same war thaI an organ grinder
trains his monkies. A girl of this kind is directeu by her
mother, who keeps hold of tbe string to which ehe is fast-
eneel, directe an her movements, anel shows her off until
her market is made. These are the ones usually taken by

greenhorns, and over-anxious Benedicks.
1t is seldom that a young man who goss milch into fe-

male society arrives at the aga of twenty-five without hav-
mg formed agreeable acquaintanees among the other sex.
He will therefore have little difliculty in seleeting a girl
suitable for bis wüe, anu the question is, how shan he pro-
eeed to will her aecordmg to the mIes 01' etiquette of good

society?
Girls have keen perceptions, and if the object of bis

choice reciproeates his partiality for her company, he will
have no c:hffieulty whatever, for she will meet him half

war in a11 those little attentions wbich natumlly suggest
themsclvC8 to a lover. Ir, on the eontrary, the lady is shy
and undetermined, let him not seem too. anxious to seeure
her favor, but treat her with apolite deferenee, and endea-
vor by assiduons attention to her wishes, !astes and hu-
mors, to gain her haart 80me young ladies will surrender
nudel' such treatment even after they had 50lemnly made
-up their minds never to encourage the man who was thus
seeking their favor. .. .'

Do not visit Jour sweetheart too orten, lest by making

yourself eommon ,withher, ehe will not real that respeet
so neeessary to foster genuine affection. 80me young fel~'
lowe, after they Me tacltly aeecpted as lovers, will 50 ovar.
whelm their sweethearts with their company as to beeoD;le

positive bores. Ir a girl is sensible ehe l\ill dislike so milch
billing und cooing.

In paying Jour attentions to a young lady ,,-ith a view
of marriage, you should not be so selfish as to omit Jour
duties towards otter ladies in whose society .r°u may be
tbrown. Be careful about this. You had bettel' run the
risk of displeasing Jour sweetheart than to lose easte by a
neglect of the mIes of good-breeding.

Never make costly presents 10 a young lady thinking
thereby to obtain her favor. You enn offer her neat trifies
in a casual war, and proeure auy books ~ ehe may ex-
press a desire to rend. After the matter is 'lhanged, by an
engagement, you mal show Jour generosity irI proportion
to Jour means. Even then it is irI bad taste 10 be too lav-
ish, 01'she mal set you 'down for an irnprovident person.
Young men who are excessively liberal and att.entive as
lovers, do not always make the besthusbands. <&dabow
tbis, and oneof good sense will disconrage her iö\i!t: trom
making needless expenditure in mirIistering 10 her gratifi-
catioD, 01'in proof of bis devotion.

LOVel'Busnally feel a eertain need or confidants in tlIeir
affairs of the 'haart. In general, they should be of the
oppositesex. Ayoung man maywith profit openbisheart
to bis mother, an eider Bister,01'a female friend consider-
ably older than bimselt: The young lady may with equal
advantage make a brother, an unele, 01'soma goo.d middle-
aged married man the repository of her love seerets, her
hopse, and her fears.

Asking' the eonsent of parenta .or guardians js a duty
on the part of the lady. 8he should eonsult her natural
protectots before giving milch encouragement to any Olle
who aspires to her hand. It is oft.en unnecessary forher 10
broaeh the subjcet to them st all, beeause the attentions
paid to her spaak for themselves. .A father, mother, or
guardian, would naturally oppose any eloge intimacy of-
fered by an unworthy person. Where the lady lives apart
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down to "popping the question," strictly according- to
etiquette. This is all nOl1sense. If Jour acquaintance and
intimacy with a lady does not suggest the proper mode to
ask her hand iu marriage, we are afraid there is no hope
tor you, unless she loves you weIl enough to arrnnge the
little matter herself. "Popping the question" by rule is
absurd. You had milch bettel' write her a note, revealing
Jour wishes, than to da that.

A formal agreement to marry is not always necessa.ry-.
In JOur little intimaeies the grand result mal be takm tor
granted where mutual con1idence is strong. It mal be
proper to clinch the matter by asking the lady if she is
almost ready to name the happy dar-thaI being her spe-
cial privilege. If she declines on the ground oCno real
engagement, it opens the door for you to malre Ollethen
and there.

After an engagement to marry is entered into in good
faith, and it is so nnderstood by the lady's family, no mo-
tives of delicacy 01'falsa shame should prevent her enjoy-
ing the society oCher lover alone,and under cucumstances
thaI would otherwise seem imprudent. But neither of
them shoWd ever show theu fondness in company by any
acts of endearment. It is not always tlecessary-that en-
gaged lovers should be left alone. They are supposed to
be ahle to enjoy themselves in company as weIl as other
people, and it is therefore not correct to leave the room be-
causa the young lady's beau haBarrived. If you wish to
leave on thaI acconnt, wall awhile nntil a good excuse
offers, hut in no case leave without an apparent reason.

An engaged young lady should not encourage her lover
to be too loving during courtship. "There is manya slip,"
&c. Hugging .and kissing is perhaps an very weIl when
not too often (!r too fervently indulged in.. The lady should
never be lavish of her caresses nor too forward to receive

. those of her l<!ver. Let her govem her feelings without
prudishness, and keep up a certain self-respect thaI will aB-

from her parents 01' guardian, she would commit a grant
impropriety in neglceting to apprise them of any serious
attentions paid to her. In such a ease her lover might ap-
plr for pennission to par her lus addresses.

loung men are presumed to have arriyed at the age of
diseretion before they marry-, henee they usually aet inde-
pendentIf of everybody. There mal be aases, however,
",here it would be butjust amI proper timt a young man
8hould aslt his parents' consent. If he prop08e8 to marry-
before attaining an independent position, 01' sacks an alli-
ance with a lady either beneath 01'milch above hhn in the
social cucle, ~ is hut fair thaI he should first consult bis
parents. Never euter info an engagement of this kind
with a prospeet of future isolation from Jour own family
and friends.

Never trille with the feelings of a bdy, by paying her
marked attentions that you do not intend for something.
A female coquette is bad enough. A male coquette otlght
to be banished from society. Let there be a clearly per-
eeived, if not an easily defined, distinetion betwecn the
attentions oC eommon eourtesy 01'of friendship ami those
of love. All misunderstanding 0:1this point can and must
be avoided.

Quarreis between lovers should be reconeileu by a first
proposition on the part of the lady. She will Ums show a
magnanhnity that cannot hut eommand tbc admiration of
her lover if he hag the least spark of rnanhood about hirn.
IC she haB beeil at fault, let her eonfess it. Ir he was un-
just 01' nngenerous, overlook his fault, and offer hirn 'a
hearty forgiveness.

When a gentleman hag treated his sweetheart badly in
a moment of petulanee, it is bITtjust that he should make
an apology and ask forgiveness; hut uo not urge .a reeon-
ciliation-letthat eome voluntarily from the lady.

:r.Ianyyoung men are anxious to proenre a code of pro-
posal') so .that they can eonduet their eourtships, even
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ceases. The outside world are not supposed to know of this
engagement, hence it is not exactly conect that they should
travel alone, even then. She should have a female com-
panion with her.

Engagements made with dne deliberation, and between
parties who have been sufficiently long acquainted to
thoroughly understand each other, will seldum be brokcn
off. If such a painful necessity occurs let it be met with

firmness, bot with delicacy. If you have made amistake,
it is iufiuitely better tu correct it at the last moment than

not at all Recollect timt a marriage is not casily dis-
solved. On breaking off an engagement, allietters, pres-
ents, &e., should be returned, amI both parties should con-
sider themselves pledged to tbe most honorable secrecy
and delicate conduct in reference tu the whole matter.

sure him timt though her affection may be strong and sin-
cera, her sense of propriety governs her actions.

AgentIeman of any degree of refinement will never offer
an indignity to tbc lady of his choice. It would be bru-
tal in him to do so, amI some very sensible people contend
that such conduct is a proof of the absence of any sincere
regard. This is perhaps amistake, as the passions of soma
}}eopleare stronger than their sense of propriety. A lady
should firmly resist any improper liberties with her person
on the part of her lover, bat it is not necessary that she
should quarrel with him on thai account. She can easily
forgive her intended husband for what would be an un-
pardonable insult in any other man. No well-bred person
will offer to take offensive liberties with the girl he pur-
poses tu marry. He will have too profound a respect for
her to do that.

Young girls should be careful to avoid all indelicate
expressions in presence of their lovers, or in fact anywhere
eIse. Some ladies not- only relish t/QuJJleenwndrtIJ,hut ac-
tnally use them. Yet, however mach it may create a feel-
ing of cleverness at the moment, cool reflection is after-
wards sure to condemn it both on the part of the speaker
and listener. Such discourse, wanton glances, and light-
nass of carriage, are considered by men as gauntlets to
dare them to speak and act in a more free and unguarded
manner than thaI otherwise would have the boldness tu do.

At a dancing party, a lover should not expect to mo-
nopolize bis sweetheart as a partner. Let lrim lead off
with her and then give Borne olle else a chance. It is 8
piece of magnanimity that every lady present wili appre-
eiate. These parties are rightly named soeiables, and in
attending thern you should leave an Jour selfishness 8t
home. .

Although it is highJy improper for an unmarried lady
to travel alone with a gentleman, Jet after an engagement
between thern has taken place, the impropriety per se

LOVELETTERs.

IN writing their letters, lovers should 8void arepetition
of endearing terms. A girl' of good common sense does
not require to be assured ovar and ovar again that she is
the most angelie of her sex-tbc darling of her lover's
heart-the sweet solace of bis existence, and all thai sort
of thing. I know thai most girls are fond of adulation,
and if Ollehas areal affection for her lover, she will be apt
to relish a good deal of soft nonsense pot into his letters j
nevertheless it is not the correet way to write a love epistle.
Always composeyour love-Ietters in a style that- jou. would
not be ashamed to have them full into the bands of a third
party. You can easily do this and .. pile on the agony"
some, notwithstanding. You need not be formal and stiff
in Jour style, bot avoid silJiness. Soma lovers are natu-
rally silly, and I do not expect to learn them anything. I
uddress myself tu th<!8ewho are supposed to be full-wit-
ted. Never DU Jour love letters with religious talk, or
family gossip, tor fear Jour eriend might lIuspeet you of
frivolity. Express Jour sentiments with candor .~ndfer-
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veney, and in a humorous rather than a serious tone.
:;)Ianylovers find it difficult 00 begin a letter satisliletorily.
They desire some original mode of opening; but Villen
once started, they gei along very weil. For the benefit of
such people I shal1 give a few skeletons of love leiters, to
be used by ardent youths and maidens, who can fill up be-
tweeD the bones to suit themselves.

SKELETON1. An aroent lover, who lives away from
his mistress, wants to write bis first letter after having pRiel
her a vigil He beging as follows :

My Dearest Amelia-I cannot refrain flom writing you
a few liDes to-day, though we parted so recently. My
thoughts are constantly with you, and Jour pleasant face
allel.sweet smne seem even now to be before my mind's
eye. I do not know thai it is milch satisfaction 10 you to
11eso often reminded of my love and devotion, hut it is 80
pleasure to me to speak my thoughts on the subject, and
perhaps I s.mselfish in this respect. Be tbat as it ma;y, I
am sure my wbole soul is with fon, and tbe only anxlety
I have is the fear thai I mal not be enabled 10 prove my-
self worthy oi Jour generous confidence.' I shall do my
best, however, to merit Jour constant love, waiting and
hoping tor the happy dar Villen we part no more. .

[Here you can pUl in Jour own talk and gossip, and
eonelude the letter as follows:]

With further ussurances oi my entire. devotion, and
thai you have my whole heart, 1 remain asever, my deal
girl, Jour affectionate friend lind lover,. ABRAMLmeoLN.

SKELETON2. A matter-oi-fact philosopher soars into
the regions of the romantic, and "piles on the agony" a
little, in writing 00his lady-love:

~Iy Bonnie Kate-Somephilosopher hag remarked thai
when. a man is once thorougbly in love it changes the
whole scope of bis tI1oughts, feelings and ideas-that he,
in short, is not the Banle individual In point of intellect
thai he was before he experieneed tbe delightful sensations
of a sincere personal attachment. Tbis seems to me a
rational tI1eory, if I can judge by my own experience:
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""'{her!I rellect upon my position as Jour iavored friend,
my happiness knows no bounds. The SUDof hea,en shines
bright and glorious. Every one around me looks pleasant
ami contented, amI I feel as thougb Ihe Creator oftbe Uni-
verse had made ibis beautiful world specially 00 collier
bliss upon ns pOOlmortals. I never feit so beiGTe. There
was always something wanting. Suecess in business mat-
ters may have beeil cheering and comfortable, hut Jet my
happiness was incompletc. I lacked a loving heart to
beat in unison with my own. In Jour afl"ection,my dear-
est Kate, I have fOlmd eonsolation; allel I hore and trust
that our future carecr will be Olle of happiness unalloyed.
Indeed, I feel thai it will be so, für my feelings and affee-
tions are mueh 000 strong eyer to wandel from Ollewho is
so good and generous, and I hoFe always 10 merit Jour un-
affccted regard.

[Here pUl in Jour gossip, and the information you de-
sire to 3ommunicate, and conclude as folIows:]

Hoping that our mutual sympathy may continue while
lire lasts, I remain, Katy darling,

Your faithful friend and affectionate lover,
ILummAL Hüu.m.

SKELETON3. Here is a letter of more moderation. The
yonng fellow puls in only a iew ..scientifie lieks" of'love.
It is an nnswer 10a very loving epiBtle from bis sweetheart:

My Sweet and Pure Eliza-Your kind letter reaehed
me safely by mall tbis morning, and I lead it with great
eagerness and pleasure-indeed I mal say I have lead it
ovar at least 80dozen times, so gratefnl and happy do I feel
to enjoy the affection and eonfidence oi one who I sin-
eerely love. I rejoice 00 hear thai fon are well, and hope
that notbing mal oeeur to mal yonr happiness.

[Here pnt in Jour gossip, and eonclnde as folIows:]
But I rollst bid fon adieu I and as I do so, let me re-

mind yon that Jour loving. letters are to me a souree of
mnch pleasure. ABI read them, I imagine I 3m sitting by
Jour aide and hearing the sound of Jour voiee. Let me
cntreat you, then, 'to wrlte to me eonstantly. I promise 00
answer yon promptly, eyen should my ideas run out so
thai I ean merely handy eompliments. Let me. again ag-
sure yon thai yon have my whole heart, and thai I remain,
aBever, Your alfeetionate JAMES.
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SKELETON4. Here is the head and tail of .'1pleasant
littJe epistJe that will answer in case you do not want to be
very sentimental, hut yet desire to tickIe the fancy of Jour
sweetheart a liUle:

Dearest Julia-I take great pleasure in again writing to
you, first to thank Jou for Jour generous and affectiollate
confidence, and thon to assure you of my entire and con-
tinued devotion. 1 am, thank God, weil and cheerful, and
1 am constantly thinking of" the good time coming" when
we stall never again be separated. It ja said that when
Olleis really in love, if things go smoothly, he or ehe is the
happiest of rnortals. 1 can believe in that doctrine impli-
ciUy, and 1 trust it is the same with you. Tell rne, is it
so? Are you Olleof those favored by the merry little fel-
low with bow and arrows? Dol'jI our mutual attachment
to contribute to Jour present happiuess? As Touchstone
saya-Doth my simple features content you? 1 think I
feel Jour soft embrace, and Jour warm lips upon my own
in generaus response I

[Here pul iu Jour gossip, Imd thon wind up the letter
aa follows:]

And now, Juiia, let me ask you another question, and
1 will thon close. Don't you think that when lovers part
for a while they experience a dooFer and more profound
feeling of devotion and attachment than when tbey are
almost constantJy meeting and enjoying each other's sod-
ety ? It aeems so to me. 1 really believe that 1 love you
more tenderly than ever DOWthat 1 can only express my-
aelf by letter. What is the state of Jour feelings? Write
word and let us compare Dates.

1 remain, troly and devotedly,
Your faithful and loving mond,

JAMEB TnOJIIPSON.

SKELETON5. This mal fit in somewhere, and so we
prillt it. It ia a good plan to take out same particular
strong aentences when the whole skeleton will not suit
Jour case. Girls generally like to be loved pretty strong,
and it will do no harm to put in anywhere a few such ex-
pressions as mal be found here:

Mon eher Ami- What on earth is the reason you do
DOtwrite to me? 1 am absolutely piniug away and dying

by inches in consequenee of Jour negleet. Ir 1 dill not
know that Jour little heart was exactly in tbc right place,
and that some time or otter I should have a plausible e:\:-
euse, if not a good und valid one, for this neglect, lassure
you 1 shouid begin t~ think of getting vexed. But let us
not talk about anything disagreeable. Love is my theme!
and it is to my soul's idol that these liDeswill speed their
wal. Let me now picture to my mind's cye my dear little
Carrie as she reads this.Ietter. First shc puls on a look of
sadness as she peruscs rny gentle reproaches. A sweet
littJe blush now tiuges her check as she is assured of my
forgiveness, and as the readiug continuos she unconsciously
raises the letter to her lips. Dear good girl! 1 will kiss
thia sheet all over, and thus have the satislaction of send-
iug you the !!hadow wh,ilewe cannot enjoy the substanee
of our mutual caresses.

[Here write Jour private gossip, and conclude the letter
as folIows:]

And now, Came dear, don't fail to let rne hear from
you .. right sudden." Ir you have not time or inclination
to TInte .two lin~ give me Olle,and say in it, "I am weil,
and I love you, John," and 1will be satisfied. Fancy Jour
own feelings if 1 shoulcIneglect to write to you für nearly
three wecks I Adieu, my darling, and believe me that my
greatest preaent happiness is in reading Jour letters.

From Y°uTalways loving and devoted JOHR.
Ladies generally know exactIy how to address their

lover!!. To them love letters COllienatural. It is unneces-
sary to place beforethem even a Uskeleton" to set them
agoiug, for a live handsome young fellow will do it alone.
Nevertheless, BQllleof the above' skeletons, or parts of
theIh, <.-ouldbe adapted by ladies into letters to their lov-
ers, if they were han! up for ideaa. 1 wiIl wind up this
essay on letters .by giving a genuine Olle[rom a young
lady to her lover. l~ is a gern in its way:

NEWPORT, Aug. 23d, 1857.
Dear Johil-I have corno hore, as you so disinterestedly

recommended, but my heart, 1 fear, ia left behind.. 1 am
Bad to-night. Papa says that in two or three daya 1 stall
be as bright as a lark, hut 1 fear not. W e go to the White
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}'Iotintains on Momlay, fInd I want jOU to eome fInd go
",ith US,so I eau hear you talk about "earth's thousand
,oices," "Nature's bright teachings," and all those roman-
tie things ",hieh are für ever at Jour tongue's end. They.
rOlle natural to you, hut it is a great effort für me to get
them off. I promise to make the proper responses to a11
Jour enthusiastie cxelamations, :md to gay "Y es!" cvery
time you cxclaim "Beautiflll!" ",hieh will keep mc inees-
santly bllsy, I'm sure, für the scenery in the mountains ia
said to bc grand. Do eome, dear John, and you will make
me happy. I am troubled soma with a rough, which thA
doetor ealls the asthma. Papa says I inherit tram Grand-
mother Jones. I told him it was an awful piece of injus-
tier in her to leave hirn all her money and paar mc only
her infirmities. I shall post tbis by to-night's mail, amI
will look für Jour answer to-morrow. Yon must rOlle on
Saturday, as we start bright fInd early on Monday morn-
lug. I think you are sure to eome, aByou nevet reCuseany
request of Jour pet ELIZA.

MARRIA G E.

1oIauy ha,e had raUBe to regTet the weakness of mind
which allowed them to plunge into a vortex of gayety
and cxpense they could ill afford, from which they have
found it difficult to extricate thcmselvcs, and the effects
of whieh havc proved a serious e,il to them in after-lire.

Lallies, after an engagement to marry, should be cau-
tious of receiving any attentions whatever from gentlemen.
Lovers arc naturally jealous of any such attentions, how-
c,er innocent or frivolous.

I~ after engagement, a lady should wish to go to a place
of publie amusement, or to a eoneert, or even to an even-
ing meeting, she should not accept an invitation to go with
a gentleman other than her lover, exeept it be a near rela-
tive, such ~ her brother or an elderly unele. To go with
any other gentleman, exeept by permission of her intended
llUsband, would be exceedingly improper.

It is the lady's privilege to name t~e day für marriagCj
and the lover should leave the alTangement exclusively to
her. He ought never to urge her to hasten the event con-
trary tri her wishes, as the lady mayhave ressons that he
cannot appreciate tor a more remote dayfor the nuptials
than he desires.

Thebridal outfit, whieh is fuprlshed by the relatives

or the brille, usually consists of clothing and necessary
family ]inen. Some opulent fathers will adel to these a

house and furniture. Jewels are not usually eomprised in
an outfit. They are presented by the bridegroom. Bridal
presents consist of any useful or ornamental article für the

usa of the bride, whether to adorn her person, tor the
tollet, or tor housc-keeping. Sometimes dress-patterns are
given, but thcy are not appropriate, as the colors may not
please her. .

Some ladies put on a traveling dress, get married in a
hurry, and start at once tor the cars or steamboat. This
is not the correct way. A. brille should be dressed in
white, with white veil and a wreath of orange flowers on

WHEN a man marries it is presumed that all bis bache-
lor acquaintanceship Bilds. He can renew bis friendsbips
by sending cards or invitations, but where he neglects to
do so, the party neglected may be sure that no further in-
tereourse is desired. There are vmous. reasons für this.
In the first place, a bachelor need not be so particular in
bis choice of companions as a man of family who has 11
BOcialreputation ÜJ aehieve. For amusement, while uD-
married, he may Ilssociate freely with those whose morals
lInd habits would not exactly accord with the proprieties
of domestic lire. After marriagc bis reputation must be
unexeeptionable jf he expects to be recognized among per-
sous of refinement. Therc is still another reason why hc
may discard bachelor acqualntanccs. A newly marricd
pair mllY wish to limit the eircle of their friends, (rom
praiseworthy motives of economy. When a man first
"sets up "in the world, the burden of an extensive and
indiscriminate acquaintanee may be feIt in various ways.
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her head. After the ecremony is ()Ver, find she has re-
eeh-cd the eongratulations of friends, she ean put on her
travcling dress and hasteu nway as fast as she pleases.
If, from motives of eeonomy, you conclude to go through
the ceremony in Jour travcling dress, you should OI1lyw-
vite a few intimate friends to be prescHt. '

'The bridegroom shoulc1 wear a blaek dress Goal and
trowsers, white yest, 'find blaek eravat. Let us entreat
him not to eolllmit the solecism against good taste of wear-
Ing a white era,'at, whieh gives an inexpressibly silly look
to the most intelleetual eouutenanee in the worle1.

The bride mal have one or half-a-dozen bridesmaids at
her ehoice, No partieular number being fixecl, it is often
determined by the nUlllber of sisters or of intimate friends
she mal haye. The bridesmaids should be dressed W
white, an alike, :md wear orange flower bouquets.

If there jg a bridal breakfast, or eollaLion, the bride
should retain her bridal dress uutil timt ia ovar. She ean

thon put on her traveling dress. ,

After th~ departure of the newly married eouple, eards
are issued, and wedding Gake forwarded to their Iiumerous
friends. The, GardE usuaily eontaln' an appointment of !I.
eertain day (or two or three days if neeessal'Y) whenthey
will be "at homo" to reecive visite of congratulatlon.
Cal'lIB and Gake are also Bent to diBtant friends-those re-

Biding even hundrcdB of miles away. The eake la often
omitted, ami the eal'ds Bent by mall.

When a bride fittende the first party after man'iage, Ehe
usually trims her Imir with orange fiowers.

A new mal'ried eouple i8 not expeeted to give pal'tie8
at thelr houBe for the first yea!'; hut after that time they
must do longer play tbe part of exeeptionalbelnga,but
blend with the herd, and give and take a8 others do.

TEE END.


